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Ju Memoriam 
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month, God called to eternal life the Founder 

of the Society of the Atonement, Father Paul 
James Francis. His death at the age of 77 years, 
brought to a close a career which the eulogist at the 
funeral services described as “unmatched by any other 
in the history of the Church in this or any other coun- 
try ... a marvelous career that could have been 
achieved only by one with a very unusual character.” 

The passing of time and the important developments 
in the Society of the Atonement since the death of 
our beloved Father Founder serve only to empha- 
size the appraisal of the learned and eloquent 
preacher who voiced the sorrow of all in the passing 
from our midst of Father Paul Francis; but a really 
adequate account of his life and labor in the service 
of Christ must await a more propitious time to be 
told. Suffice it to say now, that in the founding of 
our Religious Institute Father Paul planned wisely 
and well, so much so indeed that, five years after 
his death we, his spiritual sons and daughters, the 
Franciscan Friars of the Atonement and the Fran- 
ciscan Sisters of the Atonement, realize with deep 
consolation how true and how surely significant were 
the words of the preacher when he voiced his convic- 
tion that ‘Father Paul Francis was almost prophetic in 
his vision of the future. It is difficult not to believe 
that he received special enlightenment from the Holy 
Ghost in most of his projects. They proved to be 
loaded with the wisdom of another world while the 
wise of this world thought them to be foolish. He had 
a confidence in God that could come only from a mind 
thoroughly illumined by the light of an extraordinary 
faith.” 

The history of the inception and the growth of every 
Religious Foundation within the Church has always 
claimed the deep interest of the Catholic faithful. 
Particularly is this true in the countries of the Old 
World because they have long enjoyed the spiritual 
and temporal blessings which are the fruits of such 
foundations and because also the traditions and glory 
which the passing of the years shed on the achieve- 
ments of Catholic men and women devoted to the ideal 
of living and doing all things for Christ, has always 
had a special appeal to our co-religionists abroad. 

Here in the New World, whose soil was enriched by 
the blood of martyrs in the early years, the Catholic 
faithful are coming to realize that our own Religious 
Foundations, which, though comparatively new, have 
already a record of blessed achievements to their 
credit which are shining chapters in the history of the 
Church in the United States. Among them is to be 


()" February 8, 1940, just five years ago this 


numbered the Society of the Atonement, the story of 
which, from its inception more than forty years ago 
to the present day, is of real interest not alone to 
Catholics, but to the ever-growing number of our non- 
Catholic brethren who, corporately or individually, are 
following the lead of the Society of the Atonement 
which began its existence in the Anglican Church, and 
in a brief span of years, imbued by the grace of the 
Holy Ghost, through prayer and study, recognized the 
claims of the Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church as 
the One True Church founded by Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and pledged allegiance to the Holy See at 
Rome. 

Its glorious ideals, the training of young men to be- 
come Preachers of the Word of God; its labor for the 
support of Priests and Sisters in the far-flung mission 
fields of the Catholic Church, and its fruitful work for 
the return of Christians to Unity in the Fold of the 
One, True, Holy and Apostolic Church, in fulfilment 
of Our Lord’s own prayer, “Ut Omnes Unum Sint,” 
merit appreciation and pride in the heart of every 
Catholic. 

As a tribute to his memory and for the edification 
of our readers and friends, old and new, we feel it 
appropriate to give here a brief resume of the life and 
work of this great but humble priest, Father Paul 
Francis, “whose mind was illumined by the light of 
an extraordinary faith.” 

Eighty-two years ago in the small town of Milling. 
ton, in Kent County, Maryland, a son was born to the 
Rev. Joseph Newton Wattson and his wife, Mary 
Electa Wattson. Little did they dream then that this 
son whom they had baptized Lewis would one day 
be the center of world-wide attention from adherents 
of all religious beliefs, particularly those of the Angli- 
can and Roman Catholic persuasions. Of his boyhood 
up to the age of ten years there is little to be told, 
but about that time he began to evince an interest in 
the religious discussions of his father, an ordained 
minister of the Episcopal Church. In one of these talks 
the boy heard his father relate the impression made 
on him as a result of hearing a sermon preached 
at the Catholic Cathedral in Baltimore, by a mem- 
ber of the then newly-founded Paulist Order. 
“What we need in the Anglican Church,” declared the 
Rev. Mr. Wattson, “is a preaching order like the 
Paulists.” 

This remark of the father seemed to touch off some 
vital spark of determination in the young son, for there- 
after he cherished in his mind and heart an ambition 
to follow in his father’s footsteps in the Episcopal 
ministry and to supply the lack in his Church which the 





elder ] 
an ord 
Afte 
dale, I 
as Fa 
logical 
York ( 
was ra 
to Por 
charge 
he rer 
Churcl 
that lit 
Duri 
foundi: 
his tho 
select 
reading 
an inst 
of Ber 
same | 
trust i 
random 
name r 
joy in 
Whom 
filled w 
by Aln 
Name | 
of an 
wait se 
him it v 
it in fu 
Two 
accepte 
Anglica 
Nebras! 
commu! 
work en 
ever on 
Society 
a corre 
April 1: 
Sisterhe 
Foundre 
same ti 
the Pay 
works o: 
in the C 
At the 
New Yo 
adhere 1 
Mined t 
Umbriar 
old pari 
White, v 
by corre 
ancestra! 


ory of 
rs ago 
yne to 
r non- 
ly, are 
lement 
h, and 
of the 
ed the 
rch as 

Jesus 
See at 


to be- 
for the 
nission 
ork for 
of the 
filment 
Sint,” 

every 


fication 
feel it 
ife and 
sr Paul 
ight of 


Milling- 
1 to the 
, Mary 
hat this 
me day 
jherents 
> Angili- 
»0yhood 
be told, 
erest in 
yrdained 
‘se talks 
mn made 
yreached 
a mem- 

Order. 
ared the 
like the 


off some 
or there- 
ambition 
‘piscopal 
vhich the 





vd 


elder Rev. Mr. Wattson had deplored, namely, to found 
an order of preachers. 

After graduating from St. Stephen’s College at Anan- 
dale, N. Y., Lewis Thomas Wattson (later to be known 
as Father Paul Francis) entered the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Episcopal Church in New 
York City, and, at the age of twenty-three years, he 
was raised to the ministry. His first appointment was 
to Port Deposit, Md., and later he was called to take 
charge of St. John’s Church at Kingston, N. Y. Here 
he remained some years and founded the Mission 
Church of the Holy Cross in the railroad section of 
that little city. 

During all this time the ideal of his early youth of 
founding an order of preachers continued to occupy 
his thoughts, but, try as he would, he seemed unable to 
select a suitable name for his proposed order until, 
reading the story of St. Francis of Assisi, he received 
an inspiration. His mind dwelt on the incident related 
of Bernard of Quintavalle; he decided to follow the 
same procedure as St. Francis himself. Placing his 
trust in the Holy Ghost, he opened the Bible at 
random three times. His faith was rewarded; for the 
name revealed to him was embodied in the text, “We 
joy in God through Our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
Whom we have now received the Atonement.” Though 
filled with the greatest happiness at thus being favored 
by Almighty God in the choosing of such a sublime 
name for the order he planned, he was conscious 
of an interior admonition that he would have to 
wait seven years for the fulfillment of his desire. To 
him it was the voice of the Holy Ghost, and he accepted 
it in full humility and obedience. 

Two years later, as the next step toward his goal, he 
accepted a position as Superior of a band of unmarried 
Anglican clergymen doing mission work in Omaha, 
Nebraska. For three years he remained there living « 
community life, giving himself wholeheartedly to the 
work entrusted to him. Nevertheless his thoughts were 
ever on the subject nearest to his heart, the proposed 
Society of the Atonement. It was at this time he began 
a correspondence with Sister Lurana White, (Died 
April 15, 1935, R. I. P.), a member of an Anglican 
Sisterhood, who was destined to be the future Mother 
Foundress of the Sisters of the Atonement. At the 
same time he was spending long hours in a study of 
the Papal claims, and in this connection with the 
works of Keble, Froude, Newman and others prominent 
in the Oxford Movement. 

At the end of three years, before leaving Omaha for 
New York in 1898, the young clergyman made a vow to 
adhere to the ideal of Franciscan poverty, and deter- 
mined to live henceforth according to the rule of the 
Umbrian Poverello. When he arrived in Kingston, his 
old parish, he met for the first time Sister Lurana 
White, whose vocation, so like his own, he had directed 
by correspondence while yet at Omaha. Later, at the 
ancestral home of her family at Warwick, N. Y., they 
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jointly offered themselves to God for the purpose of 
founding the Society of the Atonement. This consecra- 
tion of their lives to their holy ideal took place five 
years after receiving in such an unique manner the 
name which the Society holds today. 

Thereafter events moved more rapidly under the 
guiding hand of God. 

Sister Lurana, through a friend, heard of an aban- 
doned chapel, which reminded her of the Portiuncula— 
the Little Portion of St. Francis. The chapel with a 
small piece of land was located fifty miles north of 
New York City in what was then but a sparsely settled 
wilderness known as Graymoor Valley. On December 
15, 1898, she came to Graymoor and took up her abode 
in an old farmhouse and there laid the foundation of 
what is today the flourishing Community of the Sisters 
of the Atonement. Through an almost miraculous 
series of coincidences, too detailed to relate here, the 
Father Founder acquired twenty-four acres of moun- 
tain land which he named ‘‘Mount of the Atonement,” 
the site of the present Motherhouse of the Friars. 

To acquire training and experience in strict com- 
munity life, Rev. Mr. Wattson made a short novitiate 
with the Anglican Fathers of the Holy Cross, and thea 
on October 3, 1899, he arrived at the Mount of the 
Atonement, Graymoor. Having no other shelter, and 
still holding to his vow of Franciscan poverty, he spent 
the winter in an old, dilapidated shed which he called 
“Palace of Lady Poverty,” pending the erection of a 
Friary on the mountain-top. Soon, young men and 
women were attracted to the ideals of the Society of 
the Atonement and in a short space of time the reli- 
gious community which from the days of his youth the 
young clergyman had so ardently hoped to found in 
the Anglican Church, came into being at Graymoor. 

Franciscan ideals were and are greatly respected by 
all Christian people, so the new foundation at Gray- 
moor was well received by fellow Anglicans. The 
future looked bright, but no one could really foresee 
the future, and so it came to pass that Father Paul, (the 
name Rev. Mr. Wattson had been given in Religion) 
ever striving to perfect himself in Faith and Good 
Works sought an answer to the riddle of a divided 
Christianity. The long hours he had spent in studying 
this question bore their inevitable fruit. His ideas 
crystalized, and he gradually became convinced: of the 
authenticity of the Papal Claims. He bore public wit- 
ness to his newly-found belief but his fortrightness 
aroused an indignant protest, and within a short time 
every pulpit in the Episcopal Church was closed to 
him. 

About two years afterwards, in February, 1903, THE 
Lamp, a monthly magazine, made its appearance with 
Father Paul as editor. We quote from his first edi- 
torial pronouncement: 

“Candlemas, the beautiful Feast of the Purification, 
when she who was ‘The Lamp of burnished gold’ came 
into the Temple bearing the ‘Light-of-the-World,’ 
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marks the first appearance of THE Lamp. We have 
lighted it as a witness to the Old Faith as taught by 
the English Church before a wicked king severed her 
from the Centre of Unity. We believe that not only 
does our Blessed Lord wish us to pray, but also to 
work for Unity.... 


“We place THE Lamp under the special protection 
and patronage of our Immaculate Lady Mary, Queen 
of Heaven, and her Seraphic Knight, St. Francis of 
Assisi, the Saint par excellence of Church Unity. 

“<Ut omnes unum sint. That they all may be one. 
So prayed the Saviour of the World on the night when 
He instituted the great Sacrament of Unity, the Sacra- 
ment of His Body and Blood, as the means of unity 
between God and man, the bond of fellowship between 
man and man. In anm-age when every organization, 
every trade, every profession, every philosophy, every 
religion, every sect, and every party has its literary 
advocates, its papers, its magazine, no apology is 
needed for the publication of a monthly organ devoted 
to the eternal principles of Church Unity which the 
Master Builder of the Catholic Church laid as the 
Foundation Stone of the mighty superstructure saying: 
‘Thou art Peter, and on this Rock I will build My 
Church, and the Gates of Hell shall not prevail against 
— 

The very purpose for which THE Lamp was origin- 
ally lighted was to bear witness to the Chair of Saint 
Peter at Rome as the Divinely constituted Center of 
Catholic Unity, and from its very first number THE 
Lamp has carried at the top of its pages the words, 
“Ut Omnes Unum Sint,’ being a quotation from Our 
Lord’s prayer, addressed to His Father on the night or 
His betrayal, imploring that His followers might all 
become one. 


To impress his sincerity on the scoffers and doubters, 
Father Paul initiated in 1908 the eight day period of 
prayer now known throughout the world as the “Church 
Unity Octave.” One year later, as if in answer to the 
prayers of the Octave, Father Paul himself and the 
nucleus of the Society of the Atonement, numbering 
some seventeen souls in all, took the final great step 
and made corporate submission to the Holy See, 
(October 30, 1909). They prayed their way into the 
Church. 


In June of the following year Father Paul was 
ordained to the Priesthood at Dunwoodie, N. Y., and 
then, strengthened by Divine grace, he returned to 
Graymoor to continue in the Catholic Church a more 
glorious apostolate than that which he had envisioned 
when outside the Fold of Peter. 


It is an axiom that God moves in mysterious ways 
His wonders to perform. We see in the foregoing 
chronicle how a vocation to a beautiful ideal was im- 
planted in the mind of a youth, and how, despite many 
trials and discouragements, God led him along the 
devious path to the summit of the Rock of Peter 
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whereon Christ established His Church, and bade him 
enter. 


Space will not permit more than a brief allusion to 
the remarkable influence which became associated with 
the name of Father Paul Francis. His zealous efforts 
for the Church Unity Movement continue to exercise 
a profound influence on the minds of Christian people 
of every sect throughout the world. Never before has 
there been such a “will to Unity” as we witness today; 
and mankind is more yearning and more hopeful that 
in the not too distant future the prayer of Our Lord 
“that all may be one,” as He and the Father are One 
will be blessed with fulfillment. 


Of Father Paul Francis’ works of mercy and charity, 
only the recording angel in heaven can have a full 
knowledge, but many Bishops, Priests and others 
laboring for the salvation of souls in the Mission Fields 
in various parts of the world have reason to hold the 
name of Father Paul Francis in grateful benediction 
for conceiving and maintaining a great Mission-aid 
organization, the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost. By 
consistent planning, hard, persistent labor and persua- 
sive appeal, he rallied the Catholic faithful to a 
realization of the duty and importance of propagating 
our holy faith and the need of supporting the Apos- 
tolic work of the laborers in the Vineyard. 


The progress made by the Society of the Atone- 
ment since its corporate reception into the Catholic 
Church has been so remarkable as to cause wonder- 
ment to some and admiration to many. All, however, 
see in it the development of a wonderful work for the 
glory of God and the salvation of souls. At the time 
of its reception into the Church, there was on the 
Mount of the Atonement only the small Saint Paul’s 
Friary and a log hut known as Saint Christopher’s Inn, 
but since replaced by a large modern building. There 
has been added the beautiful Church of Saint Fran- 
cis, St. John’s Preparatory Seminary, St. Joseph’s 
House, and the Little Flower Memorial, a substantial 
building connecting the Friary and the Preparatory 
Seminary. The major Seminary, known as “The Atone- 
ment Seminary,” is established at Washington, D. C., 
in close proximity to and affiliated with the Catholic 
University of America. 


In addition to the houses at Graymoor and Wash- 
ington there are houses of the Friars at Lumberton, 
Kinston and High Point, North Carolina; also in Here- 
ford, Texas; Vancouver and Greenwood Lake, B. C. 
and Smoky Lake, Alberta. The Novitiate of the con- 
gregation is at Saranac Lake, New York. 


At the present time the personnel of the congrega- 
tion of the Franciscan Friars of the Atonement under 
the guidance of Very Rev. Father Raphael Francis, 
successor to the Father Founder as Father General 
comprises: 54 Priests, 64 Professed Clerics, 30 Pro- 
fessed Brothers, 6 Cleric Novices, 12 Brother Novices, 
30 Students and 4 Lay Postulants. 
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The Church Unily Octaue 


HE thirty-six year history of the Church 
T Unity Octave was augmented this year by a 

chapter of achievement that fulfilled the bright- 
est hopes of the Father General and the Friars associ- 
ated with him in the promotion of the Octave observ- 
ance. According to reports reaching the Motherhouse 
it would seem that Our Lord’s prayer offered in the 
Upper Room was caught up and reechoed by many 
thousands of faithful hearts who already treasure the 
blessings of Catholic Unity, and by many more who 
look forward with longing to the day on which the 
Christians of the world will accept the authority of 
St. Peter’s successor. “That they all may be one” 
was the plea that ascended from large congregations 
in cathedrals, shrines and churches all united in sup- 
plication for the precious blessings of true Catholic 
Unity. In countless chapels and mission stations too, 
smaller groups joined with their spiritual leaders 
humbly to petition God for the fulfilment of the various 
intentions of the Church Unity Octave. 

It would be no easy task to draw up a complete list 
of centers of the Octave observance even in the United 
States. To do justice to the unstinted efforts of bishops, 
priests and sisters, as well as zealous lay people who 
cooperated to make the Church Unity Octave better 
known and loved, would require much lengthy space. 
Even then such a report would be altogether inade- 
quate, for God only knows the full proportions of the 
Octave observance last month and in His love and 
mercy He will reward the generous outpouring of 
prayer offered for the intentions that are so dear to 
His Sacred Heart. 

We feel it appropriate however to give at least an 
outline of the services conducted during the Churcn 
Unity Octave in centers where its observance has 
grown and flourished with the passing of the years. 
The Atonement Friars at Graymoor, whose Father 
Founder was God’s instrument in the initiation of the 
Octave, gave the devotion a special place in their Com- 
munity prayers as has been customary each year since 
1909. The Octave opened at Graymoor on Janu- 
ary 18th with the Divine Liturgy in the Byzantine rite, 
celebrated by His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Ambrose Senyshyn, O.S.B.M., in witness to the unity 
of the great Catholic Church, which is comprehensive 
of many and various ritual manifestations in its public 
worship. Each day thereafter there was a Solemn 
Mass for the Octave intentions, together with a Holy 
Hour each evening. 

At Washington, the Catholic University Conference 
of Clerics and Religious of the Catholic Students Mis- 
sion Crusade, a group composed of theological and 


religious students from the many schools and colleges 
connected with the University, cooperated to make the 
1945 observance of the Octave one truly national in 
importance. The Most Reverend John M. McNamara, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore and Washington, 
presided and pontificated at the opening exercises, held 
at the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
on the evening of January 18th. The Rt. Rev. Fulton 
J. Sheen, Ph.D., nationally known radio orator and As- 
sociate Professor of Philosophy at the Catholic Uni- 
versity, delivered an eloquent discourse on the pos- 
sibilities of Christian Unity in the world today, lay- 
ing great stress on the rapidly changing political atmos- 
phere of the world and emphasizing the necessity of 
immediate attention to the religious needs of humanity. 

The second evening of the Octave saw the resplen- 
dent interior of the National Shrine transformed into 
a fitting background for the Slavonic Moleben, or 
Benediction, of the Blessed Sacrament. The Very 
Rev. Jacob de Boer, Rector of St. Josaphat’s Seminary 
for ecclesiastical students of the Oriental Rite, offici- 
ated, assisted by clergy and students from that school. 
The sermon was delivered by the Rev. Thomas J. Mc- 
Mahon, S.T.D., National Secretary of the Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association, who presented the 
pleas of the various Holy Fathers for a deepening of 
interest among Catholics in behalf of those Oriental 
Separatists who are so close to them in their beliefs 
and practices. 

The Rev. Edmond Darvil Benard, S.T.D., of the 
Catholic University theological faculty, delivered the 
sermon on “The Submission of the Anglicans to the 
Holy See,” on January 20th, with Monsignor Donald 
A. MacLean, Ph.D., offering the Benediction. The 
morning services at the Shrine on Sunday, January 
21st, took the form of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
in the ancient Armenian Rite, with His Excellency 
Bishop Turquetil, O.M.I., presiding and the Very Rev. 
Ignatius Smith, O.P., Dean of the School of Philosophy 
at the Catholic University, preaching. Father Bede 
MacEachen, S.A., Vice-Rector of St. John’s Prepara- 
tory Seminary and Associate Editor of THE Lamp, 
spoke on the intention assigned for the day at the 
evening devotions. Monsignor Louis C. Vaeth, Arch- 
diocesan Director of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith, presided. 

“That Christians in America Might Become One in 
Communion with the Chair of Peter,” was the topic 
of the sermon delivered by Father Vincent F. Holden, 
C.S.P., Director of the Catholic Information Center of 
New York, at the National Shrine on January 22nd. 
The Rector of the Catholic University, Rt. Rev. Mon- 
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signor Patrick J. McCormick, presided and offered 
Benediction. Father Aquinas Patch, O.F.M.Cap., 
preached on the following day, with the Rt. Rev. Fran- 
cesco Lardone presiding. The day dedicated to 
prayer for the conversion of the Jews brought an infor- 
mative and thought-provoking sermon by Father Fran- 
cis J. Connell, C.SS.R., on that intention, Mon- 
signor Edward B. Jordan, S.T.D., officiated at Bene- 
diction. The Rev. Albert H. Dolan, O. Carm., Na- 
tional Director of the Society of the Little Flower 
brought the sermon series to a close on the evening 
of January 25th. His Excellency, Bishop Turquetil, 
O.M.I., Titular Bishop of Ptolemais, concluded the 
Octave devotions with Solemn Benediction of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. 

The great crypt of the National Shrine was thronged 
each Octave day by members of the various religious 
orders, seminarians and lay students of the Catholic 
University, as well as by a host of lay people from 
the Washington area, including some non-Catholics. 
Credit for arrangements for the Shrine observance 
was rightly assigned to the members of the Church 
Unity Octave Committee, of which Frater Lewis 
Furlan, S.A., was chairman. The blessing of the Most 
Rev. Michael J. Curley, Archbishop of Baltimore and 
Washington, enhanced the observance to a consider- 
able degree. Monsignor McCormick, Rector of the 
University, the Rt. Rev. Louis C. Vaeth, Moderator of 
the Clerical Conference, the Very Rev. Joseph C. Fen- 
ton, S.T.D., Dean of the School of Theology, and the 
Rev. John J. Reilley, Director of the National Shrine, 
all gave generously of their time and advice to insure 
the success of the Shrine observance. 

In New York, Church Unity Octave services spon- 
sored by the St. Paul Guild were held at the Church of 
the Blessed Sacrament, West 71st Street, at the invita- 
tion of the pastor, the Rt. Rev. Monsignor Robert F. 
Keegan. A program of services consisting of the 
Octave prayers, sermon and Benediction took place 
each evening, with many Catholics and non-Catholics 
attending. The speakers included the following: 
Father James Kelly, Rev. David Bulman, C.P., As- 
sistant Editor of The Sign; Rev. James Van der Veldt, 
O.F.M., noted author; Father Gerald Kernan, S.J., of 
St. Joseph’s College, Philadelphia; Dom Damascus 
Winzen, O.S.B., authority on the Liturgy; Rev. John 
J. Dougherty, Professor of Scripture at the Darlington 
Seminary in New Jersey; Father John Oesterreicher, 
a convert from the Jewish religion and Father Vincent 
C. Donovan, O.P., spiritual director of the Saint Paul 
Guild. 

The Columbia Church of the Air carried an address 
on the Octave delivered in New York by Rev. Dr. 
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Thomas J. McMahon on a nationwide network on Sun- 
day, January 21st. The title of the sermon was “Mother 
Tongue of Angels”. Choirs on the program were from 
Graymoor and St. Michael’s Russian Catholic Chapel 
in New York, of which Father Andrew Rogosh is 
pastor. Another important address given by Father 
McMahon during the Octave period was to the Faculty 
Club of Columbia University on January 25th, when 
his topic was “Medieval Endeavors for Church Unity 
between East and West”. 

Boston’s archdiocesan Octave program took place 
this year at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, a vast 
edifice accommodating many thousands of worshippers. 
The Rt. Rev. Thomas R. Reynolds, Rector of the Cathe- 
dral, was in charge of the program. Among the 
speakers on the various intentions were the Rev. Arthur 
J. Riley, Ph.D., the Rev. Francis X. Meehan, Ph.D., the 
Rt. Rev. Edward G. Murray, D.D., Rector of St. John’s 
Ecclesiastical Seminary in Brighton, and the Rt. Rev. 
Matthew P. Stapleton, D.D. His Excellency, the Most 
Rev. Richard J. Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, de- 
livered the sermon at the close of the Octave, the 
intention being “The Missionary Conquest of the 
World for Christ.” 

In Chicago, a series of conferences on the various 
intentions of the Church Unity Octave sponsored by 
the Teresa Higginson Guild prepared as the focal point 
of the observance a celebration of the Solemn Liturgy 
according to the Byzantine Rite. This took place in 
Holy Name Cathedral, on Sunday, January 21st, with 
Bishop Senyshyn, O.S.B.M., pontificating. 

The Church Unity Octave services prepared by the 
Catholic Center for Jews in Brooklyn featured a series 
of sermons by the Rev. Arthur S. Klyber, C.SS.R., of 
St. Louis, noted convert from Judaism. These were 
given in conjunction with Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament each evening at St. Teresa’s Chapel, 65th 

treet and 12th Avenue. An unusual feature of this 
observance was the open forum conducted after the 
services by Father Klyber in Regina Hall, which ad- 
joins the Chapel. 


There were other and similar distinguished programs 
prepared for the Octave in many other cities through- 
out the country, full reports of which have not yet 
reached us. The many parish churches and schools 
which made the Octave prayers part of the daily de- 
votions of parishioners and pupils are too numerous to 
mention. In addition, a countless number of religious 
congregations and private individuals united their 
prayers during the eight days of the Octave in the sub- 
lime plea for the blessings of true religious Unity ia 
the fold of Christ, the Holy Catholic Church. 
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Armenian Liturgy celebrated in Washington 
on the occasion of the Church Unity Octave 
were deeply moved by the majesty of the ancient 
titual used by the celebrants. The dignity and piety 
of the clergy at the altar, together with the mystic 
strains of a language of antiquity, revealed a new 
aspect of the venerable worship of the great Catholic 
Church, which is not bound by tradition to one rite 
alone, but whose children are of various heritages and 
usages. Fitting indeed it was that during the Octave of 
Prayer for Christian Unity in the nation’s capital city, 
great stress should be laid 
on the manifold rites of 
Chiistendom, expressing 
the marvelous unity of a 
Church Christ established 
for all men. But it might 
be considered particularly 
appropriate that in the year 
1945, when war with its 
carnage has laid waste 
countries on almost every 
continent, when men and 
women of many lands have 
been put to death for no 
crime but their nationality, 
that the students of the 
Catholic University should 
select the Rite of the 
Armenian Catholics and 
pay it special homage dur- 
ing the Octave of Prayer. 
For the Armenian Rite is 
the usage followed by a 
nation which was almost 
extinguished in our own day 
for its allegiance to Chris- 
tianity. A million martyrs 
for Christ poured out their 
life’s blood in Armenia hardly a generation ago. 
What wonder then that in the strains of the chant 
used in the Liturgy there seemed mingled a sadness and 
sense of suffering! To Western ears the music of the 


T HOSE who were fortunate enough to attend the 


Mass was overcast with mourning for innocent lives 
snuffed out at the hands of the infidel. And yet as the 
Liturgy progressed and the listener became attuned to 
the melodies that are more ancient than those used in 





Very Reverend Archpriest Pascal Maljian, Pastor of the 
Armenian Catholics of the New York Metropolitan area. 
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any other Catholic rite, they seemed softened by an 
almost supernatural overtone of joy and thanksgiving, 
voicing the true and noble Christian sentiment of hap- 
piness that the weary road of earthly exile was over 
for those chosen by God to come to His kingdom as 
martyrs. For the slaughter of the innocents that took 
place during and after the last World War was but one 
chapter in the glorious story of Armenian fidelity to 
Christ. For a thousand years this people, hemmed in 
on all sides by unbelievers, suffered oppression. The 
fury of Islam expressed itself from time to time, and 
frenzied fanatics of the Prophet led periodic assaults 
on the defenseless Chris- 
tians. From a Church that 
numbered some forty mil- 
lions of souls at the time 
of its greatest glory, today 
only about three million re- 
main. But they are heirs 
to a glorious heritage. 

Armenia was the first 
nation to be won com- 
pletely for Christ, by the 
conversion of its inhabit- 
ants to the Christian faith 
in a very short space of 
time. Armenian history, 
going back to the first cen- 
tury, relates that St. Bar- 
tholomew and St. Jude had 
bedewed the soil of the 
country with their blood, 
so that the conversion of 
the people is attributable 
ultimately to the Apostles 
themselves. Tradition, 
based on historical fact, 
tells us that St. Gregory 
the Illuminator, was wel- 
comed to Armenia about 
the year 295, and that the King, Tiridates II, and his 
court were converted to the faith after the Saint’s 
explanation of Christ’s mission on earth. The masses 
of the people were won to Christ within the earlier 
half of the fourth century, though not all at once. 
Since Armenia was without the bounds of the Roman 
Empire, there were no persecutions of the Christians 
during this time. 





40 %& = UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


It is probable that the earliest Armenian Christians 
worshipped in the language of the Greek and Syrian 
missionaries who came to them, but within a short 
time the Armenian tongue replaced these languages in 
divine services. The form of the Mass introduced, as 
well as the Divine Office and the ritual of the Sacra- 
ments, was naturally Oriental. The Mass was cele- 
brated according to the formula of St. Basil, and conse- 
quently would be similar to the later Byzantine Liturgy 
which springs from the same historical root. This 
Mass is much longer than the Roman one (which it 
antedates by some centuries) but contains the same 
general parts—the Office of the Catechumens, which 
includes the Epistle and Gospel, then the Offertory, 
Consecration, Communion and Thanksgiving. Inter- 
spersed throughout the rite are various litanies, for all 
classes and conditions of men, asking the mercy of 
God far the poor and the lowly, the rulers and princes, 
the officers of the Church, as well as for the conversion 
of sinners and the bringing of the light of the Gospel 
to infidels. 

This was the Mass sung at the National Shrine o: 
the Immaculate Conception on Sunday, January 21, 
ancient in composition and little changed by the cen- 
turies. Little imagination was needed to carry the 
worshipper back to the days of St. Gregory himself, 
when first he celebrated the Divine Liturgy for his 
convert nation. The Church of the ages, enshrining 
in her prayers the hallowed traditions of by-gone times 
and far-off countries, seemed to take on a new and 
greater dignity in the minds of the devout attendants 
as the chants of the Liturgy continued. Her variant 
manners of worship attested once more to the divinely- 
imparted unity she possesses, a unity that is not limited 
by one language or one formula of celebrating the 
Holy Mysteries. 

Father Ignatius Smith, O.P., member of a religious 
order that for centuries was active among the Armeniaa 
Catholics, pointed out that this was the first time the 
Mass of the Armenian Catholics had been celebrated 
in Washington. Worthy of note was the fact that many 
non-Catholic Armenians attended, for even they do not 
enjoy the regular ministrations of a clergyman in the 
nation’s capital. 

Though the great majority of the Armenian people 
today are out of communion with the Holy See, com- 
mon suffering that has come to both of them has 
resulted in a spirit of brotherhood rather unusual in the 
Orient. For the martyrs of the present century came 
from Catholic and dissident ranks alike, as both were 
victims of the fury of non-Christians. 

The real tragedy of the Armenian Church is that the 
greater part of the people of this ancient race are not 
subject to the leadership of the Christ’s Vicar on earth, 
though no great barrier of a dogmatic nature keeps 
them aloof. For an explanation of the separation of 
the Armenians from Rome, we must go back in time 
to the days of the Council of Chalcedon, which took 


place in 451. The Armenian bishops and faithful were 
not represented there, as their country was deemed 
too remote from contact with the rest of the Christian 
world and they were overlooked when invitations to 
the Council were issued. Political differences — the 
Armenians were fiercely proud of their nation’s inde. 
pendence from the Roman Empire—aggravated the 
insult that the Church of Armenia felt was intended, 
Accordingly, at a synod held some fifty years later, 
the decisions of the Council were rejected and a great 
nation passed out of the visible fold of Christ’s Church, 

The rise of the Arabs and Persians some centuries 
later meant that Armenia was ever more isolated from 
the rest of the Christian world. Tenaciously the moun- 
tain people held on to the Christian faith when group 
after group of their Christian neighbors were engulfed 
in the rising tide of Mohammedanism. When the 
crusading knights from the West raised the standard 
of Christ in Asia Minor during the eleventh century 
they were welcomed with joyful acclaim by the 
Armenian Christians. The breach with Rome was 
temporarily healed during this and the following cen- 
turies, until at last the Crusaders were forced to aban- 
don the Near East and contact with Rome was once 
more lost. The Armenians of the Diaspora, however, 
those who abandoned their homeland rather than suffer 
once more under the Saracens, remained in union with 
Rome. These faithful few formed the nucleus of the 
reunion movement which, in 1439, blossomed once 
again at the Council of Florence, and Armenia became 
again a Catholic country. But the union was of short 
duration. 

It was from the Crusading period that the Armenian 
Rite was modified with a touch of Roman customs. 
Almost alone among the peoples of the East, the 
Armenians receive Holy Communion under the form 
of unleavened bread. They make the sign of the Cross 
in the Latin manner. Their Mass concludes with the 
Gospel of St. John, which is associated with a very 
late development in the Roman Rite. 

Since the persecution that reduced the Armenians 
to a humble and helpless group, their country has been 
divided between Turkey and the Soviet Union. Chris- 
tianity has been retained, but at a great price. Many 
Armenians have been scattered throughout the world, 
and there are now large colonies of them in Syria, 
Egypt, Persia, Greece and Roumania, as well as 
smaller groups in Poland, France and the United 
States. Those in Armenia proper are largely of the 
dissident group. The Catholic Armenians have 1 
Patriarch who now lives in the Lebanon. They num- 
ber less than a hundred thousand out of the three 
million Armenians that remain. 

But their importance to the Church as a bridge with 
a heroic people who have shed their blood for Christ 
in great numbers is all out of proportion to their rela- 
tively small numbers. One great effect of the Armen- 


(Continued on page 46) 
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sweep the United States back into isolationism 
Isolationism is far from dead in this country, 
although recently it has remained under cover. There 
still exists a strong feeling among many Ameri- 
cans that continued participation in Europe’s affairs 
may bring us nothing but grief. The apparent agree- 
ment between Britain and Russia to divide Europe into 
two spheres of influence will not lessen that feeling. 
Regardless of what the Administration may or may 
not be doing, the people of America are most defi- 
nitely not fighting this war in the interests of 
power-politics. Furthermore, they are not interested 
in the advancement of Russian Communism or British 
Toryism. They are fighting to end the enslavement 
of peoples, to bring about world-wide justice through 
the proper recognition of the dignity and natural rights 
of individual man, to create a peaceful international 
brotherhood of nations along the line of “the family 
of nations” for which His Holiness, Pius XII, pleads. 
They are not fighting for the privilege of furnishing 
future world wars with billions of dollars and millions 
of American lives so that imperialistic nations can in- 
crease their spheres of influence. They are not fight- 
ing to help write a high-sounding but meaningless 
peace agreement to be added to the more than 8,000 
treaties which have been written, mostly in Europe, 
and which have rarely meant little but breathing spells 
between wars. Participation in never-ending turmoii 
is not an American ideal. Americans are ever-willing 
to sacrifice for justice and its peace, but never to help 
push small and helpless nations into the greedy, 
tapacious maws of power-politics. 

Today’s Americans, fighting for world peace, for the 
establishment of the Four Freedoms and the Atlantic 
Charter, find themselves facing, unless the current trena 
teverses itself, either participation in a so-called 
world brotherhood in which Might supplants Right and 
blocs of nations replace individual nations in greedy 
grabs and exploitations, or else a complete isolation 
from this sordid, maddening mess. Yet Americans 
want neither. They realize that the next progressive 
step in society’s development under the natural order 
calls for a world brotherhood of nations based upon 
justice. They realize that, just as man cannot live 
alone, neither can nations. They want to play a full 
and constructive part in the establishment of a just and 
peaceful world order; but will not support a sham 
world brotherhood behind which greedy powers con- 
tinue to rape and plunder everyone weaker than them- 


T's recent turn of events in Europe may easily 
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selves or—God forbid!—use an international police 
force or a packed world-assembly to gain the same 
ends under hypocritical assertions of properly realign- 
ing society. 


To correctly understand what transpires, or what 
may continue to transpire, let us take a bird’s-eye view 
of what has happened since the world began to fight 
wars to end war. During World War I, the highest 
idealism existed. Even international bankers and 
industrialists vied with one another in uttering sweet- 
sounding pronouncements about the world to come. 
Statesmen whose records were as crooked as cork- 
screws raved about the beauties of dying to save 
democracy, to make the world safe, to end all strife 
and discord. Thousands of American boys died in the 
belief that they were making a great and useful 
sacrifice. However, hardly had the echo of the last 
shot died away when imperialists swarmed around the 
peace table, crowding into the rear the few justice- 
minded men present. With a swoop and a flourish 
they replaced their previously announced idealism with 
crass materialism. True, idealistic Uncle Sam did 
have a sop or two thrown his way, for a war-torn 
world wanted access to his money-bags for postwar 
rehabilitation. He had the privilege of playing Uncle 
to the new Baltic nations. Patiently he helped them 
model democratic governments after his own Constitu- 
tion and backed their national treasuries with sufficient 
gold to make them stable. This and the recreation of 
Poland are about all we have to offer the American 
dead of World War I in return for their sacrifice. Now 
we are about to see even these things snatched from 
their lifeless hands. 


When Hitler’s Nazis started on their world rampage, 
Britain, fearful of the consequences to herself and her 
empire, sought Russia’s help. Russia’s price ‘was a 
free hand in Eastern Europe, which meant the tiny 
Baltic States, Poland, Czechoslovakia and Roumania. 
Britain—at that time—refused, stating that she could 
not give what was not hers. With France at her side 
she went to war. And let us never forget this: the 
only reason which Britain gave for her entry into the 
war was her deep anxiety to preserve the integrity 
of the Polish nation! Since Hitler had no scruples 
about promising the freedom of other peoples as gifts, 
he made a deal with Stalin and within a few weeks 
Poland lay partitioned between them. Britain’s pro- 
tests were loud and clamorous and her leaders claimed 
that Britain could never sleep peacefully while the 
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Baltic States, Poland and other small nations lay 
under the usurper’s heel. 

When Russia became an ally of the United Nations 
through Hitler’s invasion, Britain’s Tory leaders began 
to lessen their outcries about Moscow’s injustices in 
eastern Europe. As time passed, Churchill talked less 
and less about the Atlantic Charter and the Four Free- 
doms. When military victory seemed certain, Russia 
and Britain acted as if they planned to divide 
Europe into two spheres of influence. This is power- 
politics de luxe, the forerunner of future world wars. 
With part of Europe under Communist control and part 
under British Toryism, Europe’s masses appear to be 
in for less real justice than they enjoyed before the 
war. Moreover, since it is Britain’s traditional policy 
to consider the strongest power on the Continent her 
foe, her future course toward Russia seems destined 
to draw all Europe into the controversy. The why of 
this division of Europe into Russian and British 
spheres is difficult to explain, for presumably it was 
arranged without the consent of the United States. If 
so, this was the “most unkindest cut of all”; for, while 
Russia has carried the brunt of the war until recently, 
she admits that her splendid defense of her homeland 
would have been impossible without the generous aid 
of American industrial might. Britain’s part in the 
fighting can be judged best by listing the armies fight- 
ing on the Western Front. When furnishing troops, 
Britain maintains she is a nation of only forty million 
people and cannot equal the contributions of her large 
allies; but in settlement of questions, Britain speaks 
with the authority of the world’s largest empire and 
throws around the weight of a political entity compris- 
ing over five hundred million people. At least Britair. 
should be consistent: either fight as she talks or else 
talk as she fights. She shouldn’t expect American lives 
and dollars to support her in both roles simultaneously. 

When United Nations armies crashed into Germany, 
Britain and Russia evidently felt the time had come to 
play their cards. Americans, watching hopefully vari- 
ous conferences, such as Dumbarton Oaks, patiently 
awaited the end of hostilities to initiate the beginnings 
of a new order. But now it looks as if, when the peace 
conference is called, Americans will face many already 
accomplished facts. The end of the tiny Baltic demo- 
cracies, the cynical, ruthless partition of Poland, the 
division of Europe into two armed camps, the re- 
establishment by Britain of stooge governments dedi- 
cated to British Toryism in many so-called liberated 
countries in western and southern Europe will all be 
accomplished facts and America’s representatives will 
be expected to start to work from there on, trying the 
impossible of creating peace where no peace can exist. 
Perhaps Russia and Britain will be perfectly willing 
to let Americans and similarly minded people try 
to erect a new order out of what is left after they have 
satisfied their own selfish, imperialistic greeds. 

With the war’s end in sight, British efforts tended 
to appease the Soviet Union at any cost until she could 
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erect in western Europe a bloc of nations to her liking; 
and that, to continue without interference the exploita. 
tion of her huge colonial empire, together with those of 
Belgium, Holland and Portugal which she indirectly 
controls, she must concede to Russia lands and 
political integrities which she has no right to grant, 
Poland was apparently abandoned. With a reversal 
of position which bitterly reminds Americans of 
the reversal immediately after World War I, when 
British wartime idealism immediately changed to an 
utter callousness which shocked Americans, Churchill 
proceeded to forget the announced fact that Britain 
had gone to war against Hitler to protect the integrity 
of all small nations. Forgotten was Polish integrity, 
the moral law, and everything else decent as Churchill 
proposed to permit thirteen million people to be exiled 
from their homes to give Russia what she wanted. He 
tried to cover his position and secure the American 
public’s acquiescence by preaching that, while the 
Atlantic Charter was a fine pronouncement of prin- 
ciple, there exists a difference between principles and 
practices and that the time had arrived for practice, 
A policy must be established, he said, evidently not 
realizing that, in terms of justice, the only necessary 
policy is the practice of moral principles in all 
dealings. 

Nor does Churchill’s willingness to abandon Polana 
to the Communist sphere of influence and to abandon 
the recognized Polish government-in-exile in London ir 
favor of the upstart one formed in Moscow match up 
with his assertions that he is doing nothing more than 
combatting Communism when he insists upon setting 
up British-dictated governments in many liberated 
countries. Neither did his willingness to recognize 
Italy’s Communist leader as vice-premier of that 
nation, when arbitrarily refusing to permit Sforza to 
head the Italian cabinet, match up with his claims 
that, in Greece, he fights Communism alone and was 
not trying to force upon the Greek people a resump- 
tion of the prewar government which was British- 
inspired. The Continental manipulations now being 
indulged in by Britain’s Tory government have brought 
loud protests from the British masses—for we must 
remember that Toryism means the same to the British 
commoner as Wall Streetism does to an American. Ye 
it looks as if Toryism is solidly in the saddle and that 
we must deal with it, and not the British masses’ sense 
of justice, in writing the war’s settlement. With 
Europe’s masses still fearing Toryism and its imperial- 
ism as a main cause of Europe’s never-ending, misery- 
causing wars, they may rush into the arms of Com- 
munist-inspired governments masquerading as popula 
movements in the hope of escaping it. If they do, al 
Europe may flame into one gigantic revolution, all be- 
cause power-seeking nations would not wait for a post 
war conference to fix the pattern of a new world. 

With Communism imposing its will and ideologies 
upon a part of Europe by agreement and with Toryism 
dominating the rest of that continent; with Europe al- 
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ready divided into a new alignment of two armed 
amps, thereby causing a rivalry which will undoubr- 
edly extend into Asia; with the war cheated out of 
its just aims long before the many members of the 
United Nations can possibly sit at a peace confer- 
ence; with the United Nations’ political unity riding 
off in all directions at once as Europe’s Big Two seek 
their selfish ends; with the United States evidently 
expected to succumb to Europe’s habit of endless 
squabbling and with American ideals having less and 
less chance of replacing Europe’s power-politics; wita 
Americans daily becoming sicker at the sight of 
Europe’s greedy imperialism in action, it is extremely 
doubtful if the American people will permit their 
representatives to bind them and their children to any 
participation of American arms and resources in 
Europe’s future factional fights. This is especially 
true should Americans, under an alleged brotherhood 
of nations, be required to submit to a majority vote of 
Europe’s big powers and to make her human and 
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material resources available by such decision. Ameri- 
cans do not want their nation to be the arsenal for 
political and economic chicanery and brigandage, nor 
are they willing to be the cat’s-paw of scheming 
European statesmen who are ever ready to toss moral- 
ity overboard when selfish aims are to be achieved. 
America is willing to take the lead and to bear the 
brunt and much of the expense of establishing a new 
world order of justice—a family of nations; but it is 
not willing to lead foolishly a forlorn hope. Unless 
Britain and Russia reverse their present policies, they 
will probably succeed in driving America back into 
isolationism and if that happens, society’s forward pro- 
gress will be set back to where it stood before World 
War I. Now is the time for democratic America to 
speak its mind, for it is good sense always to nip 
dangerous movements in their infancy, not wait until 
they must be accepted as full-grown dangers and dealt 
with expensively by blood, dollars, and loss of peace 
and happiness. 
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FURORE of excitement and consternation 
A spread among the Orangemen in Northern 

Ireland a few weeks ago when Archbishop 
Griffin of Westminster referred in a public address in 
England to the shameless persecution and bigotry 
prevalent against Catholic citizens in Ulster—a state 
of affairs encouraged by the ruling clique of Protes- 
tants in the Ulster government. The Belfast Protes- 
tant Action Society defiantly announced that it stood 
for the principles of Carson and Craigavon—a “‘Protes- 
tant Government for a Protestant people.” These 
people find it convenient to forget that the large major- 
ity of the people of the six counties in Ulster are 
Catholic. Few who know Ireland can forget that 
Carson and Craigavon, birds of the same feather, were 
the most bitter anti-Catholics and have left a heritage 
of hatred which will be forever linked with their names. 

That the Catholic people in Ulster are wary of pro- 
posals advanced by the alien government under which 
they are in bondage is evident from the strong reaction 
they are making against an educational scheme which 
ostensibly allows building and maintenance grants up 
to 65 per cent of the expenditure for Catholic and other 
voluntary schools, in return for partial control by State 
authorities. To receive these grants the schools mus 
accept a management committee consisting of four 
members appointed by the school sponsors and two by 
local authorities. 

On the basis of present and past experience by 
which Catholics are excluded from public appoint 
ments, it follows that the members of the management 
committee would be Protestants only. In much the 
same way Bismarck in 1872, began his fight against 
the Church by trying to get control of education in 
Germany. 

ok * 1 

A good move, well worthy of Congressional sup- 
port, was suggested by Representative Rich of Pennsyl- 
vania in the House last month when, telling his col- 
leagues they could well get along with a little more 
religion, voiced the thought that there should be a law 
requiring members of Congress to be present for the 
chaplain’s prayer opening daily sessions. 

“If I were Speaker of this House,” Mr. Rich de- 
clared, “I would try to find some means whereby we 
could have a roll call before the chaplain asks divine 
blessings.” 

A roll-call would require a quorum, or one more than 
half the 435 members, to be on hand before the prayer 
and subsequent proceedings could begin. As things 
now stand the chaplain’s audience is often sparse. 
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“If we are going to solve the problems that are com- 
ing before us,” Mr. Rich said, “I think there is nothing 
more essential to the welfare of the world than to ask 
God’s divine guidance and His aid and assistance in 
this great trouble that now faces us.” 


* ok * * 


All classes of people in England, Catholic as well 
as non-Catholic are greatly interested in the proposal 
to see the beatification of the Venerable Dominic 
Barberi, the humble Passionist priest who received 
Cardinal Newman into the Church just one hundred 
years ago, and who, worn out by incessant labor, died a 
lonely death on August 27th, 1849, in the Railway 
Tavern at Reading. 

Fr. Dominic received Cardinal Newman into the 
Church at Littlemore four years after his arrival in 
England. Asked at that time what he thought of 
Father Dominic, Newman said: 

“His very look had about it something holy. When 
his form came into sight I was moved to the depths 
in the strangest way. No wonder then that I became 
his convert and his penitent. I hoped and still hope 
that Rome will crown him with the aureole of the 
saints.” 

a 

Seventy-five years of devoted service to God as a 
Sister of Mercy was completed on January 4th by 
Sister Mary Bonaventure, R.S.M., of St. Xavier’s Con- 
vent, Providence, R. I. It was to this same convent 
that, as Maria Egan, she journeyed from her birthplace, 
in New York, in 1868 in the hope of consecrating her 
life to God’s service and there, two years later, she 
had the happiness of making her profession. Sister 
Bonaventure, despite her length of years, is active and 
is widely known and loved by a host of people. 

ok * ok ok 

The ridiculous inconsistencies of our educational 
policies were roundly scored by Dr. William T. Mel- 
chior of Syracuse, N. Y., at a forum held recently at 
Auburn, N. Y. “On the one hand,” he pointed out, 
“‘we are hampered by laws against religious teaching 
in public schools, and on the other hand we are obliged 
to give scholastic freedom to professors in state uni- 
versities who may be inclined to transmit their own 
atheistic interpretations to their students.” 

* * ok ok 


According to a report in the New York Times on 
January 8th, the Rev. Dr. William Ward Ayer, pastor 
of the Calvary Baptist Church in that city, asserted 
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that “New York Protestantism suffers from the blight 
of sorry irresponsibility on the part of so many church 
members.” 

“In this great city one finds so many professed 
followers of Christ, who refuse to associate them- 
selves with the Lord’s people,” Dr. Ayer said. “Of 
course every great city is a veritable paradise for 
religious hoboes, but New York seems to be foremost 
among them. There 
is an indifference, a 
lightness and _irre- 
sponsibility with 
which the faith is 


held by a large 
group of religious 
people. We have a 


large fringe of foot- 
loose and fancy-free 
Christians, who are 
utterly unstable and 
unreliable,” he said. 


In a recent issue 
of the Columbus 
Register we read an 
account of the clear- 
ance from debt of 
the little Church of 
the Atonement at 
Crooksville, Ohio. 
So far as we have 
been able to ascer- 
tain up to now, this 
is the only parish church in the United States so dedi- 
cated under a title bearing such a close affinity to the 
name of our own religious Institute—Society of the 
Atonement. The pastor in Crooksville, Father L. P. 
Falvey, a native of Boston, Mass., has to his credit a 
remarkable record of achievement under difficult cir- 
cumstances. Crooksville, so-named from a family 
named Crooks, which founded the local pottery works, 
has a population of only 3200, of whom less than four 
hundred are Catholics. Despite a great deal of unem- 
ployment in the potteries and coal mines since 1931 
when Father Falvey took charge of the parish, the debi 
of ten thousand dollars on the church has been cleared. 


* oe * 


The Right Rev. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Bishop of 
London, has been named by King George of England 
as Archbishop of Canterbury in succession to the late 
Right Rev. Dr. William Temple. 

Dr. Fisher, who is 57 years of age, is the son of a 
parish clergyman. He has achieved the highest dis- 
tinction of the Church of England only a little more 
than a dozen years since his consecration as a Bishop, 
without ever having had a parish. 

Dr. Fisher is chairman of the committee of Angli- 
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cans, Roman Catholics and Free Churchmen that 
devised a formula of cooperation with Catholics for 
joint action in social and parallel action in the religious 
field. 

Just prior to or about the time of Dr. Fisher’s ap- 
pointment the National Union of Protestants circu- 
lated a letter dated November 30, 1944, to all mem- 
bers of the British Parliament, which read: “In view 

of the prospect of a 
General Election at 
A\ a not distant date 
{ we beg to ask you 
t whether, if elected 
} to the new Parlia- 
ment, you will give 
your support to the 
demand of the Na- 
tional Union of Prot- 
estants on behalf of 
the Protestant 
people, who are two- 
thirds of the elector- 
ate, to have the serv- 
ices in the Estab- 
lished Church of 
England conducted 
according to the law 
of the realm, free 
from illegal Popish 
practices, as deter- 
mined by the various 
decisions of the 
Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council 
and by the unanimous report of the Royal Commission 
on Ecclesiastical Discipline (1906).” 


Most Rev. John H. Glennon, Archbishop of St. Louis, 
observed on December 20th, the sixtieth anniversary 
of his ordination to the priesthood. Born in Kinnegad, 
Westmeath, Irealnd, on June 14th, 1862, Archbishop 
Glennon is still vigorous and active in his duties and 
has long been known as an eloquent preacher. 

* a co ok 

A tribute to the beneficient influence and useful work 
for the Church and State which marked the sojourn of 
Most Rev. Eugene J. McGuinness as Bishop of Raleigh, 
North Carolina since 1938, was voiced by Governor 
Broughton on the occasion of the Bishop’s translation 
to the diocese of Oklahoma and Tulsa, where he has 
just been installed as Coadjutor Bishop with the right 
of succession. The Governor, in his public statement 
said: “I have known Bishop McGuinness personally 
and well since he has been in Raleigh though I am not 
a member of his church. He has made a fine impres- 
sion on the people of North Carolina during his stay 
here and is highly regarded by religious and civic 
leaders of all groups and affiliations. His work as a 
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great church leader has been outstanding and he has 
likewise made a constructive contribution towards the 
life and progress of this State during his stay here. I 
am confident that he will attain a similar position of 
esteem in the great State of Oklahoma.” 


The Leftists, Anarchists, Communists and other 
extremists under whose banners the mobs surged 
through Spain in 1936, destroying innocent human 
lives and a vast amount of property, are again agitat- 
ing in New York and other American cities to incite 
another orgy of destruction by their deluded followers 
providec they should be successful in arousing antago- 
nism by the governments of the United States and 
Britain against General Franco, the leader of the 
Spanish government, whom they hate for having saved 
his country from the evils of Communism. A steady 
stream of propaganda by press and radio and numerous 
meetings seeks to inflame the minds of the American 
people because Franco has kept his country neutral in 
the present conflict and has given his country an 
orderly and responsible government. 

* oe * * 

The Federal Council of Protestant Churches at their 
meeting in Pittsburgh a few weeks ago, went on record 
as opposing the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the United States and the Vatican. Taking 
issue on the question, the Christian Leader, journal of 
the Universalist Church published in Boston declares 
editorially: ‘We do not endorse the Catholic religion 
by sending a representative to the Vatican State any 
more than we endorse the established Church of Eng- 
land by sending an ambassador to that country. The 
Pope is a temporal ruler. What then? Why not treat 
him in the same way as any other temporal ruler? The 
Pope is a spiritual ruler. What then? Treat him the 
same as any other spiritual ruler. 

“The Federal Council resolution answers those who 
declare that we are simply sending a diplomatic agent 
to a state and not to a Church by saying that in the 
case of the Vatican the two cannot be separated. Can 
any state be separated in fact from any part of the 
life of the state? Can the Russian government be 
separated from anti-religious attitudes, now happily 
modified, and does anybody propose to get along 
without an ambassador to Moscow?” 


* * * * 


A fine gesture of good will which should be very 
helpful in promoting religious and racial tolerance has 
been made by the Southern Presbyterian Church of 
the United States which has drawn up a pledge which 
members of the denomination are urged to sign. The 
pledge reads: “I will come to the defense of my 
fellow-Americans against hate attacks and answer any- 
one who speaks, in seriousness or in jest along the lines 
of racial and religious hate.” 

The Presbyterian Outlook, denomiational publica- 








UT OMNES UNUM SINT 


tion, declared that “in order to cement inter-faith ties 
and promote racial amity, it will first be necessary to 
create those attitudes and foster those relationships 
which are part of the irresistible tide of family and 
peace.” 


In his sermon at the Christmas Midnight Mass in 
SS. Peter and Paul’s Church at Norwood, Ohio, His 
Excellency, Most Rev. John T. McNicholas, O.P., 
Archbishop of Cincinnati, called upon Communists to 
abandon atheism and to work for an “unbloody revolu- 
tion” that will bring order and peace to the world on 
a Christian foundation. 

“Atheistic Communism is the most vocal in its peace 
plans,” Archbishop McNicholas said. “Its thinking is 
bold and fresh; its action is quick and decisive; it loses 
no opportunity to control a situation whenever possible; 
it changes its technique according to expediency; it 
always obeys orders, changing its position without any 
explanation; it moves and directs under false fronts; it 
strives for results above all things, regardless of the 
means employed. Its adherents are crusaders, some 
fanatical, many sincere, most of them convinced that 
they are introducing a new world order that will change 
our whole economic and social way of living and give 
the common man a fair chance in life. Communism 
denounces many abuses that should be denounced.” 

“If Commuism were wise,” the Archbishop con- 
tinued, “it would, in its long-range program, reject 
absolutely its atheism; it would change its character to 
the extent of rejecting all the consequences of atheism. 
Perhaps a world party of the common man, which 
would take up all the principles of true Christian social 
justice which are now regarded by many as radical, 
dangerous and revolutionary, could eventually accom- 
plish, a thousand times better and quicker, an unbloody 
social revolution in the world, for the betterment of the 
whole human family, than Communism can through 
agitation and if need be a bloody strife. Peace will 
never come to the world through Communism.” 





THE CHURCH OF A MILLION MARTYRS 
(Continued from page 40) 


ian Liturgy celebrated at the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception was a deepening of the spirit 
of prayer for the return of the dissidents on the part 
of Latin Catholics. Their interest and cooperation is 
needed if there is to be any mass return of the Armen- 
ian separatists to their ancient allegiance, the Church 
of St. Gregory the Illuminator, the Church of St. Isaac 
and St. Mesrop, religious leaders of this people. Only 
with the help of the faithful of the West, primarily 
spiritual but with important temporal aspects on ac- 
count of the pitiful poverty of the faithful Armenians, 
can a new and lasting Union with Rome be effected. 
May God in His love and mercy hasten the coming of 
that glorious day. 
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Seciely of Alenement Aunals 


LASSES at Saint John’s Pre- 
( paratory Seminary were re- 
sumed on Monday, January 
8th, after the Christmas recess. 
With the first term examinations 
successfully encountered an 
passed, our young seminarians 
eagerly took up the work of con 
centrating on their classical studies 
for the next trimester period. 
The number of students now in 
St. John’s is slightly below its 
normal capacity, due to the extra- 
ordinary circumstances of the times. 
While no great apprehensions are 
held by the staff as to an approach- 
ing dearth of vocations, the Father 
Rector would like to voice an ap- 
peal at this time to young men who 
are hesitant about settling the ques- 
tion of their vocation. During th- 
wartime the call of Christ is often 
weighed against the understandable 
desire to serve in the defense of 
one’s country. Because the need of 
the nation and the world for genu- 
ine spiritual leadership in the dark 
days that lie ahead, our govern- 
ment has wisely provided for defer- 
ment or exemption from the provi- 
sions of the Selective Service Act 
of students already enrolled in 
seminaries and theological schools. 
To give up all things for the sake 





The snowfall enhances the beauty of the Convent 
building at Graymoor. 





“That All Be One” 
O Lord, We Pray. 


of Christ is a far greater sacrifice 
to make even than to respond 
willingly to the call to defend our 
national liberties. Those who tem- 
porize about the matter of vocation 
in these trying times may find 
themselves prevented from follow- 
ing their vocations for many years 
to come, perhaps forever. It is for 
this reason that the Father Rector 
urgently requests those who plan to 
begin their studies at Graymoor in 
the fall to send in their applications 
now. Catholic boys who are pre- 
pared to begin the classical high 
school course, whose health is good 
and whose good will is manifest are 
invited to correspond with the 


Father Superior at Graymoor for 
further information about the choice 
of their vocation. 

It is worthy of note that there 
are several applications for admis- 
sion to the Seminary or to the Lay- 
Brotherhood in the Superior’s office 
that have come from young men in 
the service of their country. In 
many cases the call of God became 
apparent only after their enlistment 
in the Army or Navy. We ask our 
readers to remember these young 
men in their prayers for soldiers 
and sailors, asking that God protect 
them and strengthen them in their 
desire to serve Him, so that they 
may retain their vocations and take 
up their studies as soon as hostili- 
ties cease. 


* * o* ts 


The Most Reverend Ambrose 
Senyshyn, O.S.B.M., was celebrant 
of the Byzantine Mass which 
opened the Church Unity Octave 
at Graymoor on the Feast of the 
Chair of St. Peter at Rome, Janu- 
ary 18th. His Excellency spoke of 
the great importance of the Church 
Unity Octave in the world today 
and urged the Friars and Students 
to keep ever before them the work 
of praying for the restoration of the 





Winter provides its own form of healthful recreation 
for the Students of Saint John’s. 











Fr. Clement St. Jacques, S.A. 


unity that Christ intended for all 
Christian people in the security of 
His flock. At this Mass several 
hymns were rendered by the Stu- 
dents’ Choir under the direction of 
Father Januarius, S. A., including 
selections from the Eastern Liturgy. 

Throughout the Octave period 
High Mass was offered each morn- 
ing and there was a special Holy 


Hour conducted for the various 
intentions each evening. Father 
Nathaniel, S. A., gave the sermon 
on the opening night. Father 


Adrian, S. A., emphasized the need 
of closer attention to the plight of 
Oriental Christians in the post-war 
world and the need of genuine 
interest in their behalf on the part 
of Catholics. Father John Baptist, 
S. A., spoke of the origin of the 
Octave in the Anglican days of the 
Society in his address on January 
20th. Father Benjamin, S. A., in 
his sermon on Sunday evening, ex- 
pressed hope that the spiritual wel- 
fare of the Protestants of Europe 
would become the concern of Amer- 
ican Catholics in their prayers and 
intercessions for peace. The ser- 
mons on the next three evenings 
were given by Father Theophane, 
S. A., Father Angelus, S. A., and 
Father Frederick, S. A. The Octave 
devotions finally came to a close on 
the evening of January 25th, when 
Father Januarius, S. A., spoke on 
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the need of prayer for the advance- 
ment of Christ’s Kingdom on the 
mission front, particularly on the 
part of the Friars of the Atonement 
and those associated with them in 
the Octave movement. 

The national observance of the 
Church Unity Octave in Washing- 
ton has merited wide praise in both 
the Catholic and secular Press. 
The National Shrine of the Imma- 
culate Conception was thronged 
each evening for the Octave devo- 
tions, and the special Oriental Mass 
celebrated on the Sunday within 
the Octave witnessed a more than 
capacity attendance. Credit for the 





F 


Mess, S.A. 


r. Paulinas 


success of this notable endeavor 
belongs to the Catholic University 
Clerical Conference of the Catholic 
Students’ Mission Crusade, which is 
made up of members of some thirty- 
five houses of studies affiliated with 
the great central Catholic educa- 
tional institution in Washington. 
The Church Unity Octave Com- 
mittee, composed of Friars of the 
Atonement headed by Frater Lewis, 
S. A., worked long and hard to 
insure the proper selection of distin- 
guished speakers for the various 
services and went to great lengths 
to provide the many necessary 
requisites for the celebration of the 
Armenian Liturgy. 

A splendid example of coopera- 


tive activity in connection with the 
latter was the work of the students 
of the Marist College at Catholic 
University. Several months of pre- 
paration went into the study of 
Armenian pronunciation and hymn- 
ody to insure that the music of the 
Liturgy would be as colorful and 
exact as the rubrics require. Stu- 
dents from other houses assisted in 
bringing the Octave observance to 
the attention of priests and lay 
people in the Nation’s Capital, all 
with the gracious sanction of the 
beloved Archbishop of Baltimore 
and Washington, the Most Rever- 
end Michael J. Curley, D. D. The 
University authorities were deeply 
impressed at the great success of 
this year’s Octave at the National 
Shrine, and expressed their grati- 
fication to the Octave Committee 
members and all who assisted in the 
preparations. The Father General 
of the Society of the Atonement 
also congratulated the Committee 
for its excellent efforts this year. 


ss ¢° s 


Saint Mary’s Greek Catholic 
Church in Hanover, Nanticoke, 
Pennsylvania, was the setting of a 
very interesting Church Unity Oc- 
tave service for members of the 
Sodality of Our Lady, at which 
Father Dunstan, S. A., represented 


Fr. Regis Barber, S.A. 
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Fr. Bartholomew Paytas, S.A. 


the community. On the Sunday 
within the Octave, a special cele- 
bration of the Holy Sacrifice ac- 
cording to the Slavonic-Byzantine 
Rite took place in Saint Mary’s, 
with sodalists attending from Latin 
and Greek rite parishes in Wilkes- 
Barre, Hanover, Nanticoke, and 
Glen Lyon. Before the Mass, 
Father Dunstan explained, for the 
benefit of those unacquainted with 
the Oriental Liturgy, the signifi- 
cance of the vestments, altar ves- 
sels and ceremonies to be used. 
Divine Liturgy was celebrated by 
Father Nicholas Bonetzky of Nanti- 
c ke, assisted by Father Michael 
Kushner of Hazelton. The signifi- 
cance of the Church Unity Octave, 
especially as it concerned the re- 
turn to the Catholic fold of the 
many Orthodox faithful, was the 
topic of Father Dunstan’s sermon. 
At Communion time, the sodalists 
teceived the Blessed Sacrament 
under both forms according to the 
usage of the Eastern Church. 
Solemn Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament brought the services to 
aclose. Although the scope of the 
program was limited, the Sodality 
arrangements at the Nanticoke ob- 
servance would seem worthy of 
emulation in other centers during 
future Octaves, as they manifested 
the unity of the Church and brought 
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home to those who attended the 
role of the Oriental Catholic groups 
in the work of bringing home the 
dissidents. Outwardly the services 
of the Orthodox are very close to 
those of the Oriental Catholics. 
Apart from the necessity of accept- 
ing the Pope as Christ’s true repre- 
sentative on earth, there is little 
difference in the faith of the Ortho- 
dox to keep them still separated. 
Only a true Catholic spirit of affec- 
tion and interest, however, will 
serve to heal the wounds that time 
has made. Services like the one in 
Nanticoke could do much to insure 
genuine concern for the aims of the 
Church Unity Octave and bring the 
day of reunion closer to realization. 
a * a eg 

Brother Benet Fitzgerald, S. A., 
formerly of Jersey City, N. J., was 
admitted to perpetual profession as 
a Lay Brother in the Society of the 
Atonement after the High Mass on 
January 25th, Feast of the Conver- 
sion of St. Paul. Brother Benet is 
well known to visitors at Graymoo; 
as part of his duties consist in con- 
ducting pilgrims to the various 
chapels and shrines. His explana- 
tion of Catholic beliefs and prac- 
tices have been of interest aiid help 
to many non-Catholic visitors. His 
chief duty however, has been to 
assist in the work of the corre- 
spondence office at Graymoor. 


* * * Bo 


The death of Sister Annunciata, 
S. A., which took place in Cali- 
fornia on December 6th, was not 
previously announced in THE Lamp. 
Sister Annunciata passed away 
after a painful illness in which her 
only consolation was the joy that 
comes from the full acceptance of 
God’s Will. In accordance with 
her request, Sister Annunciata’s 
body was brought back to Gray- 
moor to rest in the little cemetery 
of the Sisters on the slope of the 
Mount of the Atonement. May her 
soul rest in peace! 

os * * * 


The ordination of five Atonement 
Priests at services conducted by 
Archbishop Spellman in Saint 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York on 





Fr. Daniel Egan, S.A. 


January 27th was a day of great re- 
joicing on the part of the Atonement 
Society and its many associates. 
Besides the justly proud parents 
and relatives of the newly-ordained, 
there were present a goodly num- 
ber of Friars from Graymoor and 
many lay friends of the Society. 
As the Archbishop solemnly im- 
posed hands on each of the candi- 
dates, a hush of reverence and awe 
seemed to fill the vast cathedral, as 
this action represented the trans- 
ference of the powers of the sacred 
priesthood from God to man. A 
particularly moving sight took place 
after the ordination ceremonies had 
ended, as each of the new Fathers 
blessed first his parents and then 
the members of his own family. The 
fulfilment of years of zealous pray- 
er and earnest study was never 
more dramatically expressed as 
when the young priests joyfully 
gave their blessing to these de- 
voted next-of-kin, whose patience 
and sacrifice seemed fittingly re- 
warded even by this one act. We 
are happy to introduce our new 
Friar Priests as pictured in these 
pages this month and hope to tell 
about their first Masses in a later 
issue. 
* * Ba * 

In a recent broadcast over Vati- 

can Radio, announcement was made 
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that the latest clinic for children to 
be opened in Rome by the Pon- 
tifical Commission for Refugees 
was dedicated to Our Lady, Queen 
of Ireland, in tribute to the donation 
made last spring by the Irish Red 
Cross. It is in charge of the Sisters 
of the Atonement who set aside the 
space in their poor convent home 
to carry on this work of mercy. 


* * * * 


Under the caption, “Leitrim to 
New York,” the Father Matthew 
Record, a popular monthly maga- 


zine issued by the Capuchin 
Fathers in Dublin, Eire, carries the 
following item in its December 
issue: 


“The work of the missions has 
done a myriad wonderful things 
even in the visible and material 
order that can be here and now ap- 
preciated and understood. Cer- 
tainly not one of the least of these 
is what we may figuratively call a 
mingling of the waters of Lough 
Melvin with the waters of the 
River Hudson. 

“Tue Lamp is a monthly peri- 
odical, devoted to the twin causes 
of Church Unity and the Missions, 
and published by the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement, at Gray- 
moor, Garrison, N. Y. The issue 
for September of this year gives 
two full pages, under the heading 
A Memorable Event in Ireland, to 
the receptions and professions that 
took place last June in the convent 
of the Franciscan Sisters of the 
Atonement at Rossinver, in County 
Leitrim. Apart from the significance 
and impressiveness of the actual 
religious ceremonies, the American 
magazine considers the event re- 
markable because it ‘marked the 
full fruition of the long-cherished 
hopes and plans for which the 
Mother Foundress of the Sisters, 
Mother Lurana Mary Francis (for 
whom the convent in Rossinver is 
named) labored and prayed unceas- 
ingly until her death in April 1935. 
It was a holy hope, always conform- 
able to the most sweet Will of God, 
that some day it would be her privi- 
lege to extend the work and influ- 
ence of her religious daughters, 


% = UT OMNES UNUM SINT 





v. Saints: 
Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. 
Se Anthony: M. H. S., Wash, I 
Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1.50; Mrs. T 
Anon., Mass., $1. Total, $3,903.00. 
Sacred Heart: Mrs. G. J. M., 
A. M., 0. FS; T. BM. J. 
$1. Total, $3,765.90. 


Total, 





Uncompleted Burses at Graymoor 


Mrs. S. J. P., Ill, $1 
$4,652.56. 


N. ¥., 92: 


$5; Thru Press, $1; 


St. Margaret of Scotland, No. 2: E. C., N. Y., $31.25. Total, $3,416.95 

St. Joseph: Mrs. ty A ai N. Y., $1; Thru Press, $1; Mrs. C. L. O’B., 
Cal., $1; Mrs. 6 B., . $1. Total, $3,108.72. 

St. Jude: M. P, . ¥.. $1; R. C. T., N. ¥., $5; Miss R., N. ¥., $t. 
Total, Fa 

St. Anne: S. O'H., Mass., $1. Total, $2,993.02. 

St. Francis Xavier: Friends in Waterbury, Conn., $6. Total, $2,636.50. 

Father Paul, S. A.: J. M., N. Y., $5; Mrs. C. im O’B., Cal., $1.50; 
A. M., N. Y., $1; Mrs. H. H., N. Y., $2. Total, $2,603.17. 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help: M. T., Mass., $5; Mrs. C. L. O'B., 
Cal., $1. Total, $1,921.05. . 

Our Lady of Lourdes: Mrs. J. K., N. J., $3; Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., 
$1; Anon., Conn., $1. Total, $I. 790.55. 

St. Christopher: Mrs. a « Te. $1.50. Total, $1, sy 55, 

St. Francis of Assisi: oT S., W Boy ." C., $2.50; Mrs. T. C., Ala., 
$1. Total, $1,685.80. 

Little Flower: T. E., N. J., $5; Mrs. A. B., N. Y., $1. Total, $1,544.25. 

Our Lady of the Atonement: Miss A. L., N. J., $1 0; H. O'H., Ohio, | 
$2.50; A. J. L., Mass., $2; Mrs. B. L., Mass., $4; Mrs. M. H., N. J., $3; =| 
H. F., Tex., $5; Anon., $1; A. M., N. Y., $2; Mrs. M. S., N. Y., $1; 
Mrs. A. B., N. Y., $1. Total, $874.89. 

Immaculate Conception: Anon., $1. Total, $743.95. 

St. Matthias: Stamp Bureau, $29.60. Total, $699.85. 

Holy Face: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. Total, $552.55. 

Infant Jesus of Prague: Miss C. D., N. Y., $1; Mrs. C. L. O'B,, 
Cal., $1. Total, $473.95. 

Precious Blood: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1. Total, $469.70. 

Blessed Sacrament: Mrs. E. A. McC., N. Y., $2; Mrs. C. L. O’B., 
Cal., $1. Total, ag 

Holy Souls: T. E., N. J., $5. Total, $412.10. 

; = Lady of Lk. Succor: Mrs. C. L. O’B., Cal., $1.50. Total, 

$358.80. 

Mother Cabrini: M. F., Pa., $1. Total, $89.70. 
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wearing the brown habit, to holy 
Ireland, and inspire in the hearts of 
its fair maidens a flame of love for 
the great missionary ventures wait- 
ing to be done now and in the years 
to come in honor of the Atonement 
of Jesus for the sins of mankind.’ 

“The article continues to quote 
at length from the account of the 
ceremonies written by Padraic J. 
O’Rourke for the Fermanagh 
Herald. 

“Now all this may seem perfectly 
commonplace, but a little careful 
reflection will reveal a certain 
amount of significance in the fact 
that an American magazine com- 
ments on and quotes from the 
columns of an Ulster newspaper. If 


you go the road along the shore of 
Lough Melvin with the great bulk 
of Dartry Mountain behind you and 
the braes of Rossinver standing up 
above the lake-water you will 
know, at any time of the year, that 
you are passing through a very 
beautiful country. And in that beau- 
tiful place of brown mountain and 
tall trees, and small farms clinging 
to the land along the lake-shore, the 
dream of a good woman was ful- 
filled; and somebody once said that 
what a good woman wanted was the 
Wiil of God. Not only that, but the 
convent named after Mother Lurana 
Mary Francis stands within a few 
hundred yards of the ancient mon- 
astery of Rossinver. The lost Celtic 
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Christian Ireland lives again in this 
new foundation in modern Ireland, 
reaches across the sea to the amaz- 
ingly vital thing that is modern 
America, and, since the work is 
missionary work, reaches out also 
to the whole wide world. And all 
this is done in honor of the Atone- 
ment that the Son of God made for 
the sins of many. 

“All that is alive with significance 
and inspiration, alive also with the 
hope that the peace of the calm lake 
and the quiet mountains would 
really be given, if men could only 
understand, to the homes and the 
cities and the hearts of men.” 


* * * 


Our mission chapels in North 
Carolina were never more resplen- 
dent than during the Christmas holi- 
days, when the beautiful story of 
Our Lord’s Nativitty was retold in 
the majesty of the Christmas 
Liturgy. At Lumberton, there were 
Midnight Masses in both St. Fran- 
cis’ and St. Madeleine-Sophie’s 
Churches, both of which were at- 
tended by many _ non-Catholics. 
Father Michael, S. A., was also 
happy to provide Midnight Mass 
for the mission in Elizabethtown, at 
which a visiting priest delivered the 
sermon on the significance of 
Christ’s birth. At the Mission of 
Christ the King in High Point, 
Father Bernardine, S. A., sang the 
Mass and preached, while Father 
Justin, S. A., led the choir. The 
beautiful Church of Our Lady of 
the Atonement in Kinston was also 
thronged for the Christmas services. 


* 
We gratefully acknowledge the 


following contributions to the Stu- 
dents’ Bread Fund: 


Mrs. M. O’N., Ill, $1; Mrs. L. DeR., 


N. Y., $1; Miss E. K., Mass., $8; K. D, 
N. Y., $100; J. W., Il. $10; C. P., Ti, 
7; MW. OG. WN: Y¥.,. @: Mra A. C., 
NH. J. Sl: A.A. W.. Y., $2: Anon, 
Mr. J. R., N. J.. $5; Mrs. M. E. P., Ill 
$2; Anon., $1; A. A., N. Y., $2; M. N 
Cal, $5; A. M;, R. 1, $1; Mrs. B. P 
R. I., $5; Mrs. J. G., Conn. $5; Mr. 
G. H., N. Y., $1; Anon., $1; Thru Inn, 
$7; B. F. F., Mass., $5; Thru Inn, $2; 
Miss W. L., Me. $5; M. S., N. Y., $5. 
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Observance of Octave Encouaged 


ed 


We are happy to present herewith some additional letters received 
from members of the Hierarchy, which lack of space did not permit us to 
publish in the January issue of THE Lamp. 


DIOCESE OF CLEVELAND 

“T am happy that I was able to help inaugurate the Church Unity 
Octave and I thank God for His blessing upon this movement. We are, as 
usual, holding the Unity Octave in this Diocese in every church and 
chapel and urging our faithful to attend the devotions. 

“T thank you for your generous remembrance of me in your com- 
munity prayers and I promise that I shall continue to give you a share 
in mine.” 

0% JosEPpH SCHREMBS, 
Archbishop—Bishop of Cleveland 


DIOCESE OF PATERSON 


“T shall be very pleased to bring the matter of the observance of the 
Church Unity Octave to the attention of the clergy. I trust that the clergy, 
religious and laity will join in prayers that all may be one in Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 

Mh THomas H. McLaucu in, 
Bishop of Paterson 


DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO 


“In response to your esteemed request of December 6th, please be 
advised that the Church Unity Octave promoted by your Fathers will be 
observed in this diocese from January 18th to January 25th. 

“Praying the Holy Spirit to bless and multiply your good works.” 

i CuHarces F. Buppy, 
Bishop of San Diego 


DIOCESE OF ERIE 


“The Church Unity Octave, to be observed in January, has a very 
noble purpose and goal, and you may be assured that it receives my 
hearty commendation and best wishes for success. My deepest thanks 
is yours for remembering me in your prayers.” 

0% JoHN Mark GANNON 
Bishop of Erie 


DIOCESE OF BUFFALO 


“T have received your letter with regard io the. Churzch Unity Octave 
and I find it a very welcome reminder to stress this very, important phase 
of bringing the Church to the attention of the world. You may, be as- 
sured that I will do all in my power to bring this Octave to <he attention 
of the Catholic people of Buffalo.” : 

Mm Josces: A. Burke, 
Bishop of Vita (Ad*icis:rator) 
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HERE will be many among the 
-. readers of THE Lamp and friends 

of Graymoor generally, as well as 
others residing in the populous centers 
along the Atlantic seaboard not so 
intimately linked with us, who will regret 
to hear that it became necessary for the 
Atonement Friars at Graymoor to dis- 
continue the St. Anthony Hour on the 
radio at the end of January. It was a 
difficult decision to make, as regretful to 
us as it must have been to those who en- 
joyed the broadcast every Sunday eve- 
ning over Station WHN in New York which had car- 
ried the program since its inception in June, 1936. 

Present day conditions, which have affected every 
line of endeavor, involve greater demands on the time 
and activities of our Graymoor personnel. Further- 
more, apart from the time and labor which the prepara- 
tion of the weekly program of the St. Anthony Hour 
called for, there was also the important question of the 
high cost of radio time, and as a great many of those 
who found pleasure and inspiration in the program— 
the young people as well as those not so young—are 
now valiantly serving our country in one capacity or 
another, time and circumstances did not permit them 
to tune in and enjoy the program as heretofore. It 
was therefore deemed prudent by the Very Reverend 
Father General to confine our radio activity to the 
Ave Maria Hour, which is now so well known and held 
in such great esteem by people of every class and reli- 
gious faith all over the land. 

We are grateful to all those kindly souls who, regard- 
less of their religious belief, supported our efforts by 
letters of commendation and their material offerings 
to sustain the St. Anthony Hour for the past nine years. 
It will, we believe, console them to know that even 
though the radio broadcast in honor of the beloved 
Saint’ of Padua has ‘ceased, the Perpetual Novena 
in his: honor which was started by the Atonement 
Friars more than thirty vears ago continues apace, 
and all who would invoke the intercession of good 
Saint Anthony before the Throne of God in every 
trial and’ need are invited. te sead their petitions for 
remembrance in these Novenas: A countless number 
of devout Clients of St. Anthony have in this way, 
over the years, constantly sought his aid. 


The Radia Hour and 
Anthonys Nouena 








To provide for a still more closer union 
of the Clients of St. Anthony in spiritual 
fellowship, we organized some seven 
years ago the St. Anthony Legion which 
today numbers more than twenty-five 
thousand members. The Legion is 
directly affiliated with the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement and the mem- 
bers share in the merits of the many 
Holy Masses, prayers and other religious 
devotions of our Priests and our students 
for the priesthood. This has brought to 
them and to ourselves, innumerable 
graces and blessings through our union of prayer, fox 
the dear Saint seems to be particularly appreciative 
of the prayerful confidence reposed in his interces- 
sory influence. 

We invite you to join with us as a member of Saint 
Anthony’s Legion—a splendid organization of devoted 
friends of the dear Saint, who is himself always a loyal 
friend. As an enrolled member you will share in the 
following spiritual benefits. 


ace 


1. Remembrance in Three Thousand Holy Masses 
annually. 

2. Remembrance in Masses offered daily at the Main 
Altar in the Crypt Chapel of St. Anthony’s National 
Shrine at Graymoor. 

3. Remembrance in a Solemn High Mass at Christ- 
mas and on the Feast Day of St. Anthony. 

4, Remembrance each day in the Perpetual Novena 
in honor of St. Anthony at Graymoor. 

5. Participation in the spiritual merits of the prayers 
and good works of the students and Franciscan Friars 
of the Atonement at Graymoor. 


An enrollment in St. Anthony’s Legion, then, forms 
an alliance with the good Saint and bespeaks his bless- 
ings upon all so joined together in the spiritual bond 
of union with him. In sending the modest offering of 
one dollar for enrollment, you will also help us in the 
work of educating young men for the priesthood. 

Petitions for remembrance in Saint Anthony’s Per- 
petual Novena or applications for membership in Saint 
Anthony’s Legion may be addressed: 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 


Graymoor, Garrison, New York 
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N the matter of wars mankind has behaved very 
if much like the confirmed toper: when it suffers 
from the Katzenjammer feeling the morning after 
it declares quite solemnly every time—“Never again.” 
Peace societies have followed the wars in Europe 
with the regularity of pestilence and plague. But 
Europe is still growing old and besotted with the 
slaughter of centuries. If she cannot take a pledge of 
peace and keep it she will end in a drunken revelry 
of war. The present Pope has advised statesmen to 
learn from the failures and deficiencies of the League 
of Nations if they would erect a more successful inter- 
national tribunal for the preservation of world peace. 
There is comfort in the thought that the much-abused 
League came nearer to the attainment of its lofty ideai 
than any other associations of its kind. Even the witty 
cynicisms of Mr. Shaw’s Geneva cannot make us for- 
getful of its merits, for, as Pius XI declared in 1920, 
it was sufficient, if properly worked, to lead mankind 
from the habit of war. A brief survey of the other 
such Leagues for the total abolition of war may not be 
without interest and instruction. 

When the Reformation destroyed the unity of 
Europe there was no longer an arbiter to whom the 
nations could appeal in their disputes. When Europe 
was a Christian Commonwealth of Nations, a veritable 
United States, the Pope was often appealed to as the 
Arbiter of Christendom. A perusal of M. Novako- 
vitch’s Arbitrage International du 12e au 15e Siécle 
will reveal an astounding number of instances of Papal 
arbitration. The establishment of the famous Truce 
of God whereby war was forbidden on certain days of 
the week and during specific holy seasons of the year, 
was a splendid testimony to the power of the Arbiter. 

In the wake of the Reformation came Individualism 
and fanatical Nationalism and the disintegration of the 
United States of Europe. The Humpty-Dumpty of the 
Christian Commonwealth had got a great fall, and it 
was certainly not the business of ‘‘all the King’s horses 
and all the King’s men” to put it together again, since 
war was becoming a profession. But there were 
thinkers here and there who sought to do the next best 
thing in patching tribunals together that would have 
executive power for the attaining of international 
peace. The first man to make a serious attempt in 
this direction was a Czech—George von Podiebrad. 

Five hundred years before Wilson’s League was set 
up Podiebrad made a heroic effort to unite the nations 
of Christendom into one Parliament, and, such a long 
interval before the Dumbarton Oaks, advised the 


War --- Never Again 


By Liam Brophy, B. Ph. 
* 





establishment of an international militia or police- 
force to keep order in the troubled house of Europe in 
particular. Wars had worried this King of Bohemia 
all his life, and his zealous spirit, it seems, sometimes 
misdirected its energies. He incurred the displeasure 
of two Pontiffs, Pius II and Paul II, by whom he was 
excommunicated. The Lutherans, whom he so bravely 
championed, allowed his peace tribunal to fade into 
the Limbo of forgotten things. 

Henry IV of France was a sagacious and well-dis- 
posed monarch if we may judge from his pious wish 
that every peasant should have a fowl in his pot each 
Sunday. He may not have been pious but he was an 
astute politician, hence his change from the Huguenot 
camp to the Catholic Church to win a crown and 
France, and his Edict of Nantes granting his former 
coreligionists freedom of conscience. He saved France 
from breaking up into a collection of small states like 
Germany. He even ambitioned uniting all Europe by 
the same means as Podiebrad had suggested a century 
before. Assassination cut short his dreams of uni- 
versal peace as he was setting out to join his army 
against the Hapsburg Emperor. 

Grotius, the celebrated Dutch jurist who died 
exactly three hundred years ago, saw that the cause of 
most wars arose from the fact that so many nations 
considered themselves to be God’s chosen people. The 
notion might not have been so dangerous if it had not 
been attended by another notion that it was the special 
vocation of the same chosen people to fill the earth and 
exterminate the less fortunate races. It was with the 
sword in one hand and the Bible in the other that 
Oliver Cromwell drove the Irish “to Hell or Con- 
naught.” He considered that he was doing the Al- 
mighty a special favor in slaughtering all the inhabit- 
ants of Drogheda, and thereby set up an example for 
all dictators to come. Through the cannonade of the 
seventeenth century wars the still small voice of 
Grotius penetrated urging the nations in his De Jure 
Belli et Pacis not to take themselves so seriously, or 
at least to play the game of war according to the rules. 

As time advanced more definite proposals for inter- 
national tribunals were evolved. Thus William Penn 
and Emeric de Lacroix, working independently, pro- 
posed a similar congress of states, an idea which was 
later developed by the apostle of modern progress, 
l’Abbe St. Pierre, who proposed that the army of each 
country should be reduced to a maximum strength of 
six thousand men, and that all the members should 
unite against any country attempting to disturb the 





54 i 


peace. This deal ran the usual course of novel ideals 
in Europe —it was introduced into Germany by a 
Philosopher, the eclectic Leibnitz, and was imported 
into England by a politician, Jeremy Bentham, the 
Solomon of the money-lenders and the major prophet 
of Utilitarianism. 

The Holy Alliance, which was one of the off-shoots 
of the Congress of Vienna (1814-1815), was another 
step towards an international peace tribunal. Its mem- 
bers, France, Austria, Prussia and Russia bound them- 
selves to govern their respective countries according 
to Christian principles and maintain the spirit of reli- 
gion, charity and harmony. Unfortunately it was a 
movement of princes rather than of peoples, and 
princes are wont to have a narrower concept of charity 
than their subjects. 

Meanwhile a small but intensely sincere body of 
Quakers had united in an obscure corner of New York 
to form the “Friends of Peace,” the fame of which 
went abroad not only through the United States but 
to England and the Continent of Europe, where it 
inspired the founding of the first real society for the 
promotion of peace in Europe at Genoa. As the nine- 
teenth century advanced peace societies increased and 
multiplied. The first great International Congress of 
Peace Societies was held at London in 1843, under the 
presidency of Sturge, the philanthropist, and was suc- 
ceeded by other congresses at Brussels, Paris, Frank- 
furt and Manchester. The movement was _ hailed 
enthusiastically by the leading statesmen of Europe, 
including Peel, Disraeli, Garibaldi and Napoleon III. 
Undeterred by such incidental wars as the Franco- 
Prussian and the Crimean, the Peace movement revived 
and took the shape of more definite proposals and 
demands for arbitration. Nations that bound them- 
selves by the International Arbitration agreement 
agreed to submit their differences to a committee of 
experts and abide by their judgment. The Jay Treaty 
of 1794 was an example of such arbitration by which 
the United States of America and Great Britain agreed 
to submit boundary disputes between Maine and Nova 
Scotia to an impartial body of judges. 

But though many disputes had been settled in the 
peaceful manner of the Maine-Nova Scotia affair it 
was felt that the method would not bear the strain of 
impending world-conflicts. A widespread agitation for 
the foundation of an international tribunal resulted in 
the first Hague Conference. It was convened in 1898 
by Nicholas II, Czar of Russia, in the capital of Hol- 
land. It achieved little by way of practical results, 
since no one seemed to be willing to be the first to 
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reduce armaments. It led to the establishment of ar 
impartial International Committee at the Hague which 
would be permanent. This committee, which was to 
be composed of four representatives from different 
countries, would give judgment on disputes of an inter- 
national character submitted to them provided they 
“involved neither honor nor vital interests.” Unfortu- 
nately it is the “vital interests” which have been causa: 
belli since man first fashioned weapons. The first 
Hague Conference died because of the too-narrow ap- 
plication of its fine ideals. It was a case of good 
works without faith. 

In the second Hague Conference, which met in 1907, 
forty-seven nations were represented. The vexed 
problem of reduction was answered with the time- 
honored cliche, dear to the Civil Service, to the effect 
that the matter would receive consideration. The pro- 
posal of the United States to make certain matters of 
obligation for submission to the tribunal was defeated. 
The conference did not succeed in laying down certain 
rules for the safeguarding of neutrals and the norms 
by which war was to be conducted. The second Hague 
Conference was cut short by the outbreak of the first 
World War. 

When the League of Nations was set up in January, 
1920, under the aegis of President Wilson it included 
many points which had been suggested by Pope Bene- 
dict XV in his peace message of August, 1917. But it 
rigidly excluded his chief proposal that it be based on 
ethical foundations. Indeed, at the request of Italy, 
the Supreme Pontiff himself was excluded from it. 

Since his address to the College of Cardinals on 
Christmas Eve, 1939, the present Supreme Pontiff has 
ceaselessly urged the erection of “some juridical 
institution which shall guarantee the loyal and faithful 
fulfilment of the conditions agreed upon.” He has 
further urged the necessity of gaining experience 
“from the ineffectiveness or imperfections of previous 
institutions of this kind.” The new League that is be- 
ing formed is almost identical wth the old, consisting, 
as before, of a General Assembly, Security Council, 
and International Court of Justice and a Secretariat. 
The same machinery might be used to lead mankind 
from “the habit of war” if its constructors can be 
persuaded not to leave God out of the machine. The 
Protestant Truth Society in London insists that His 
Vicar be left out of all Peace conferences since “the 
Papacy has nothing to contribute of general benefit” 
(sic). It remains to be seen whether the statesmen 
are wiser than the sectarians in their efforts to bring 
about peace, not only in time, but for all future time. 
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by the Light of the Lamp 


By Reverend Bede MacEachen, S.A. 


“Blessed are they that search His testimonies: that seek Him with their whole heart.” Psalm 118, 2. 





Will you kindly publish the his- 
tory of the Christmas Crib, as For the 
heard recently on the St. Anthony 
Hour >—H. S., Mass. 


readers, 
nature of 
answered here. 
to Fr. Bede, 
Peekskill, N. Y. 


The text in question is an early 
record of the request which Saint 
Francis made of Pope Honorius. 





convenience 
questions 
interest to all, are 
Address enquiries 


S.A., The Lamp, 


of Christ.” He says, “You know, 
Venerable Brothers, that after He 
had ruled the ‘little flock’ Him- 
self during His mortal pilgrimage, 
when about to leave this world 
and return to the Father, Christ 
our Lord entrusted to the chief of 


of our 


of a_ general 








It runs as follows: 


“Father, I would that all men 

knew and loved the Love Divine, Who left His Father’s 
throne for the rude shelter of a stable bare; Who, 
stripped of every sign of godly power, was born a help- 
less babe in Bethlehem twelve hundred years ago. 
Twelve hundred years ago men’s hearts were filled 
with selfish things, with greed for comfort and the 
joys of sense; they had no room for Him. He came 
unto His own, but they received Him not. For all 
these years He has come down to earth not once a 
year, but every day and hour upon our altars; yet still 
the love of self doth fill men’s hearts with greed for 
earthly things. They have no room for Him. Still, 
still He comes! He comes unto His own, and they 
receive Him not; comes to a world so cold it knows 
Him not. Is it because men know, and knowing, love 
only what they can see? Would they, like Juda’s 
shepherds, leave their flocks to see Him if with their 
very eyes they saw the proof of His tremendous love— 
the barren stable and His utter want? The hope is 
haunting. I pray thee, Father, therefore, let me make 
a crib upon the hillside bleak and cold, warming it 
only with the breath of beasts, that at the sight of 
poverty so great, of such poor welcome offered Him 
Who comes, the people’s hearts may melt within their 
breasts, and open wide to give to Christ, Our Lord, 
the shelter that He seeks.” 


f * * * 


Why does the Church need a visible head? 
—R. F., New Jersey. 


The Church needs a visible head because it is a 
visible society. Christ established His Church among 
men, and He willed that it be a complete and perfect 
society. But since that society is nothing without Him, 
He appointed Peter to govern this society of men in 
His place. That is why the successor of St. Peter, the 
Bishop of Rome, is called the Vicar of Christ. Our 
reigning Pontiff, Pope Pius XII, has touched upon this 
point in his encyclical letter on “The Mystical Body 





the Apostles the visible govern- 
ment of the entire community He 
had founded. He was all wise; 
and how could He leave without a visible head the 
body of the Church He had founded as a human 
society ?” 


* * * * 


Are lay Catholics called to perfection>—V. H., Mass. 


Christian perfection consists in charity. Now it is 
by charity—love of God and love of neighbor—that 
we are united to God. Our perfection consists in being 
united to God. 

A glance at the First and Second Commandment of 
God will show us that we are obliged to love God with 
all our heart. That is the same as saying that all who 
hear the Commandments are bound to strive after per- 
fection. As St. Bernard has said, ‘““The measure with 
which God should be loved is to love Him without 
measure.” All Christians without exception must bend 
their efforts towards becoming holy. 

Our ancestors in the faith, the Hebrews, used a 
word which was more expressive than our word 
sanctity, which is of Latin origin. The Hebrew word 
for ‘sanctity’ pointed to the state of a thing as being 
separated from the profane and consecrated to the 
divine. That is what our English word holiness means. 
A person is holy in so far as God fills his life. The 
saints are very holy because God fills their life very 
much. We are all called to be saints, since our perfec- 
tion, our completion, our final state of wholeness, con- 
sists in being filled with God. Every human being has 
been destined by God to the enjoyment of the Divine 
Life for everlasting ages. 


* * me * 


Is any special mark of devotion to be shown to a 
relic of the True Cross?—S. B., D. C. 


A relic of the True Cross is the only relic before 
which the faithful are to make a genuflection whenever 
it is exposed for public veneration. 









HE familiar truth that the 
T life of the Church is above 

the level of politics is, like 
sO many great principles, easy to 
accept in theory, extremely hard to 
realize in practice. The very fact 
that Catholicism offers for our guid- 
ance what is called nowadays a 
“sociology” in a way complicates 
matters, in that it implies a criticism 
of modern politics. We feel bound 
to take sides on political and eco- 
nomic issues, and to do so out of 
loyalty to the Church. Well and 
good; provided that we do not advo- 
cate our personal predilections in 
the name of “Catholic principles,” 
or give grounds for supposing that 
the Church is to be identified with 
av given political system. There 
are many outside the fold all too 
willing to make this identification 
for us; we should beware of play- 
ing into their hands. To apply the 
label “Fascist” or “Capitalist” to 
the standpoint of the Holy See, as 
is sometimes done by left-wing 
writers, betrays a complete mis- 
understanding of the Catholic posi- 
tion; but it is no real answer to 
attempt to show that the Church’s 
sympathies lie rather with liberal 
democracy. Our case that Chris- 
tianity is as fundamentally incom- 
patible with atheistic Communism 
as it is with Nazi racialism is not 
strengthened by affirming, let us 
say, that the interests of the Catho- 
lic Church coincide with those of 
the British Empire. The debate, if 
it is not to end in futility, or some- 
thing worse, must be carried on at 
a different level. 

The weaknesses of the Left are 
to our eyes so evident that not a 
few of us find it difficult to sympa- 
thize with, or even understand, the 
collectivist case. The apparent 
lack among many of its advocates 
of any sense of the value of per- 





Ou Cathelic Criticism 


By Dom Aelred Graham 
* 





Editor’s Note: 

In the present-day welter of con- 
flicting opinions on economic and 
political problems which so vitally 
affect the future of our world, 
Dom Aelred Graham points out in 
this article, reprinted from the 
November issue of The Sword of 
the Spirit, (London) the right 
attitude to be taken by Catholics 
in the field of criticism. 











sonal liberty, or of the English 
democratic tradition, their naive 
belief in human perfectibility, their 
materialism and manifest irreligion, 
make them vulnerable enough to at- 
tack. But this is not the whole 
story. There is evidence of an 
idealism, a zeal for justice, a desire 
to better the lot of the unfortunate, 
with which a Catholic critic must 
surely qualify his strictures. It 
would indeed be a pity if the nega- 
tive spirit of a captious and destruc- 
tive criticism, which occasionally in 
the past disfigured religious contro- 
versy with our opponents, has been 
exorcized only to return on the 
political and economic planes. 

To one interested in these matters 
from the viewpoint of ultimate 
Christian principles it seems that 
they manage the thing better else- 
where: perhaps especially in 
France. The Thomism of M. Mari- 
tain provides a critique of Com- 
munism, at once more incisive and 
more magnanimous, than anything 
that can be found in our English 
political writing. We have been 
strangely little influenced by him 
over here. There is, of course, an 
obvious explanation for our com- 
parative shallowness. Lacking any- 
thing which even approximates to 
a Catholic University, the layman 
has been deprived of the opportu- 
nity for systematic study of the 
Church’s philosophy and theology 





(in which her sociological teaching 
has its roots); he has had to make 
shift with other disciplines, like 
history, eked out by intermittent re- 
search into fundamentals and his 
own native wit. Much can be, and 
indeed has been, done with such an 
equipment; but it is well to take 
account of its limitations, more par- 
ticularly at a time when the radical 
criticism of our adversaries can only 
be met by a counter-criticism 
equally searching and realistic. 

It is worth reflecting, to take but 
one instance, that the historical ap- 
proach to Catholicism often brings 
with it the defects of its good quali- 
ties. Though it yields an insight 
into the “great tradition,” and is 
able to test the uncertainties of the 
present by the lessons of the past, 
it is apt to seize upon specific his- 
torical epochs and, if it does not 
idealize them, at least employ them 
as criteria by which the present, and 
possible future, are to be judged. 
The historian’s habit of mind is, by 
definition, retrospective; and, if he 
lacks the imagination and mental 
power to envisage how unchanging 
human values might be realized in 
quite different contexts in the 
future, he will be a reactionary 
despite himself. 

The nineteenth century myth of 
inevitable progress has been ade- 
quately exploded by Catholic, as 
well as by other writers. But this 
should not lead us to overlook the 
fact that there is a profound sense 
in which the Church, contrary to 
popular belief, is a highly progres- 
sive institution. While ever keep- 
ing intact the Deposit of Faith, she 
yet moves forward to the day of her 
final perfection with the second 
coming of Christ; she gives no en- 
couragement to the antiquarians 
who would contrast primitive Chris- 
tianity with her present state; and 
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the extreme flexibility whereby she 
can effect a modus vivendi with al- 
most any political regime is a 
proof, not of unprincipled oppor- 
tunism, but that she is committed 
to none. We may recall how 
Pius XI, combatting Communism on 
the one hand and Fascism on the 
other, could still rejoice that he 
was born to reign at just such a 
time. Both he and his great suc- 
cessor have had something more 
significant to offer the modern world 
than the eloquent but ineffectual 
cry O tempora! O mores! 

The unquestionable truth that 
everything of positive good in 
present-day political and social 
movements is ultimately God-in- 
spired may suggest to some tha 
we should be rather more forth- 
coming than we are to much that is 
going on around us. If we feel 
called on to oppose, let us at least 
give credit where it is due and show 
that we are aware of the problems 
those we differ from are attempting 
to solve. If we must condemn, let 
us at the same time be ready with 
some practical alternative; good 
sense, as well as charity, demands 
that we do something more than 
impute bad motives. There is little 
point in devoting the energy which 
might have been given to construc- 
tive work fighting battles chiefly of 
our own making. Discriminating 
criticism is often more to the pur- 


pose than intransigent hostility. 
And, when we have to contend, we 
should make sure of coming to grips 
wtih our opponents. Thus with 
those who say—and who is not say- 
ing it nowadays?—that political 
freedom is inextricably bound up 
with economics, that to treat of 
politics in isolation is to discuss a 
form without content, it is idle to 
evade the economic and sociological 
issues. When some of the best and 
wisest of our contemporaries are 
arguing that the real enemy of 
personal liberty is not intelligent 
planning, but the vast anonymous 
forces of big business and high 
business and high finance which 
only the State is strong enough to 
control, it is irrelevant merely to 
invoke against them the Catholic 
doctrine of human freedom. For 
here we are on common ground; 
the point at issue is how this is to 
be realized in modern industrial 
society. 

It may well be that the radical 
approach of the French Thomists 
to these questions ill-accords with 
our English genius. In any case 
the problems over here are differ-- 
ent; and it has in fact been shown 
that we are capable of facing them 
in our own way. To a young man 
confronted by them for the first 
time, say twenty years ago, there 
lay to hand the works of Hilaire 
Belloc and G. K. Chesterton to 


fire the imagination and inform 
the mind. (Is it a reproach to 
anyone that the youth entering 
on manhood today have still to be 
referred back to those same writ- 
ings?) One learned from them to 
prize individual liberty and to dread 
the advent of the “Servile State.” 
How inspiring one found the cour- 
age with which they laid bare what 
they saw to be the real issues be- 
hind the facade of politics. One 
learned from them also not only to 
withstand our modern tyrannies, 
but to sympathize with their vic- 
tims; they were concerned to 
defend, not a political prejudice, but 
the interests of the common man. 
Whatever reservations subsequent 
reflection may have suggested, one 
can still clearly discern the con- 
necting links between their social 


philosophy and the Christian 
Gospel. 
“The poor of Jesus Christ along the 
street 
In your rain sodden, in your snow 
unshod; 


They have nor hearth, nor sword, 
nor human meat, 

Nor even the bread of 
Almighty God.” 


men, 


Ought not we also, in our anxious 
polemic against what seems to be 
involved in social security, to have 
a care lest this cause too should go 
by default? 

















Come, Follow Me! 


HE call to the apostolic ministry is reserved for zealous souls. 

If Our Saviour asks a chosen follower to seek perfection in 
the religious priesthood, He is offering a gift beyond com- 

pare, with consequences that continue for all eternity. Those who 
feel that Christ is calling them are asked to write for advice as 
to following in the path that leads to the Atonement priesthood. 
Good health, good will, and the desire to serve Christ are 


requisites. 


Candidates for the lay Brotherhood — between the ages of 
sixteen and thirty — are also urged to correspond with the Reg- 
istrar for information about the Brothers’ work and life. 

Direct all communications to: 


REV. FATHER THEOPHANE MURPHY, S. A. 


Saint John’s Atonement Seminary 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


























HE LEGION OF MARY is an 

| organization of lay people 

under ecclesiastical direction 

and under the leadership of Mary 

Immaculate, dedicated to perpetual 

warfare against modern evils. The 

Legion is organized on the model 

of an Army, principally on the 
army of ancient Rome. 

The movement began in Dublin, 
Ireland, where the first enrollment 
of Legionnaires of Mary took place 
at Myra House, Francis Street, on 
the night of September 7, 1921, the 
eve of the Feast of Our Lady’s 
Nativity. 

The primary object of the Legion 
of Mary is the sanctification of its 
members so that they will be 
infused with the Holy Spirit and 
inspired by the Blessed Virgin to 
perform the work assigned them. 
In the all-out war against the 
machinations of Satan, active co- 
operation and obedience to orders 
under ecclesiastical guidance is es- 
sential in every member. Candi- 
dates are carefully tested before 
they are admitted to membership. 

Subject to the approval of the 
Concilium and to the restrictions 
specified in the official Handbook 
of the Legion (from which book 
many of the facts of this article 
were obtained) the Legion of 
Mary is at the disposal of the 
Bishop of every diocese and the 
parish priest for any and every 
form of social service and Catholic 
Action which those authorities may 
deem suitable to the Legionnaires 
and useful for the welfare of the 
church. No Legionnaire could on 
his own initiative engage in any 
such service in any parish without 
the sanction of the pastor or of the 
Ordinary. 

The Legion is built upon a pro- 
found faith in God and in the Love 
He bears all His children. The 


The Legion of Mary 


Legionnaire must have a firm 
knowledge and abiding faith in the 
companionship of God if he is to 
carry out his two-fold ministry of 
sanctifying himself and serving his 
neighbor. 

The Legion under God is built 
upon devotion to Mary, as God has 
placed great power in her hands for 
man’s salvation and because of the 
love she bears for men. Great 
graces are transmitted through 
Mary and placed at her disposal 
for distribution. 

Mary, in the Immaculate Con- 
ception, is especially honored. At 
the first meeting in Dublin and at 
all succeeding meetings all over the 
world where the Legion is organ- 
ized, the table around which the 
Legionaires meet bears a simple 
altar, in the center of which is a 
statue of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion (of the Miraculous Medal 
model). It stands on a white cloth 
and is flanked by two vases of 
flowers and two candlesticks with 
lighted candles. 

All meetings of the Praesidium 
are begun in this unique fashion. 
The Invocation and Prayer to the 
Holy Ghost is recited followed by 
five decades of the Rosary, after 
which there is a short Spiritual 
Reading. The minutes of the 
previous meeting are read. The 
reports of the members pertaining 
to their particular assignments are 
read. The Handbook is studied in 
order to familiarize each member 
and new candidate with the duties 
of the Legion. New tasks are then 
assigned or follow-up work recom- 
mended. 

The Legion believes that the wel- 
fare of a Catholic community 


depends in great measure on the 
presence of a large apostolic class 
belonging to the laity, yet sharing 
the outlook of the priest. 


The 


-By Aane Tansey 


Legionnaires serve to bring the 
priest to the people. Hard pressed 
as the average pastor is, he is in 
need of a faithful band of helpers. 

Idealism and Action are the hand- 
maidens of the Church. The Legion 
program is one of enterprise, ef- 
fort and sacrifice. All members are 
expected to adhere closely to the 
system and to submit themselves to 
the discipline of the organization. 
The members must be regular in at- 
tendance at the meetings for the 
meetings are the power house of the 
Legion. Meetings are held once a 
week. Each member must be will- 
ing to accept his place as a cog in 
the machine and yield up independ- 
ence of action where work of the 
Legion is concerned. All must 
work in harmony and conjunction 
under the systematic leadership if 
the objectives of the Legion are to 
be accomplished. 

The association establishes a 
tradition, begets loyalty, enjoys 
respect and cheerful obedience and 
inspires its members. By applying 
all the safeguards of organization 
many errors are averted. Impru- 
dence, discouragement, a sense of 
failure, the timidity of loneliness 
are overcome. 

The Legionary Service is based 
on the doctrine of the Mystical 
Body of Christ. This is stressed 
to every member of the Legion. 
However, kindness is not enough; 
the Legionnaire must see the Person 
of Jesus Christ Himself in every 
individual whom he seeks to help 
according to the words of Jesus, 
“Amen, I say to you, as long as you 
did it to one of these my least 
brethren, you did'it to Me.” (Saint 
Matt. xxv, 40.) 

This motive must be the basis of 
all service. The discipline and 
internal harmony of the Legion 
rests on the same principle. They 
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must recognize Jesus Christ in their 
officers and in each other. It is 
incorporated in the Standing In- 
structions so that it will not leave 
the memory. In fact the Mystical 
Body is the motivating power be- 
hind the Legion. Mary is incor- 
porated in it as well. 


The missions of the Legionnaires 
bring them into close contact with 
humanity, especially with suffering 


accepted and 
Legionnaires. 


endured by the 


Another important function of the 
Legion is visiting the homes for the 
propagation of the Faith, learning 
the reasons and of the misunder- 
standings why the people of the 
house have fallen away from the 
Faith and striving to eradicate the 
dissident barriers. There is no bet- 
ter way to gain entrance to the 
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homes of “fallen away” Catholics 
than by a door to door census. 
When lapsed Catholics are dis- 
covered then the more detailed 
plan of the organization in dealing 
with such cases can be brought 
into operation. 


The dissemination of Catholic 
literature is actively carried for- 
ward by the Legionnaires. With 
sample copies they proceed method- 





humanity. Therefore 
they must possess in- 
sight into the problem of 
suffering. People rebel 
against it yet it is essen- 
tial for salvation. It is 
the duty of the Legion- 
naire to make the suffer- 
er realize his high call- 
ing rather than allow 
him to sink into despair 
and lose grace. 

The first work con- 
ducted by the Legion 
was the visitation of 
hospitals and the city 
poorhouse. For a while 
it did no other kind of 
work. It has neve: 
ceased doing that par- 
ticular work. The Le- 
gionnaires strive to im- 
part to the suffering poor 
the doctrines of Christ, 
to make them see the 
value of the spiritual 
treasures they are ac- 
quiring, to bring them 
closer to God by prayer 
and continued forbear- 
ance. 

Not only are the hos- 
pitals visited, but also 
lodging houses, hotels 
and prisons. Every place 
where neglect, despair, 
sin and suffering exist 
comes under their influ- 
ence. Its desire is to 
penetrate everywhere 
and anywhere in search 
of lost sheep for Christ’s 
fold. It is not easy work, 
nor on many occasions is 
help favorably received. 
There is insult and 
and humiliation to be 








Che Legion Promise 


Most Holy Spirit, I, (Name of Candidate) 

Desiring to be enrolled this day as a Legionary of Mary, 

Yet knowing that of myself I cannot render worthy 
service, 

Do ask of Thee to come upon me and fill me with 
Thyself, 

So that my poor acts may be sustained by Thy power, 
and become an instrument of Thy mighty purposes, 

But I know that Thou, Who has come to regenerate the 
world in Jesus Christ, 

Hast not willed to do so except through Mary; 

That without her we cannot know or love Thee; 

That it is by her, and to whom she pleases, when she 
pleases, and in the quantity and manner she pleases, 

That all Thy gifts and virtues and graces are adminis- 
tered; 

And I realize that the secret of a perfect Legionary 
service 

Consists in a complete union with her who is so com- 
pletely united to Thee. 

So, taking in my hand the Legionary Standard, which 
seeks to set before our eyes these things, 

I stand before Thee as her soldier and her child, 

And so I declare my entire dependence on her. 

She is the mother of my soul. 

Her heart and mine are one; 

And from that single heart she speaks again those 
words of old: 

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord”; 

And once again Thou comest by her to do great things. 

Let Thy power overshadow me, and come into my soul 
with fire and love. 

And make it one with Mary’s love and Mary’s will to 
save the world; 

So that I may be pure in her who was made immaculate 
by Thee; 

So that Christ my Lord may likewise grow in me through 

ee; 

So that I with her, His Mother, may bring Him to the 
world and to the souls who need Him; 

So that they and I, the battle won, may reign with her 
for ever in the glory of the Blessed Trinity. 

Confident that Thou wilt so receive me—and use me— 
and turn my weakness into strength this day, 

I take my place in the ranks of the Legion, and I venture 
to promise a faithful service. 

I will submit fully to its discipline, 

Which binds me to my comrades, 

And shapes us to an army, 

And keeps our line as on we march with Mary, 

To work Thy will, to operate Thy miracles of grace 

Which will renew the face of the earth, 

And establish Thy reign, Most Holy Spirit over all. 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost. Amen. 








ically from door to door 
in their assigned district 
and try to induce every 
family to become a regu- 
lar reader or subscriber 
to the Catholic magazine 
of the family’s choice. 
Legionnaires also carry 
on work among the sol- 
diers and sailors, as well 
as among juveniles, en- 
couraging them to Mass 
attendance, arranging so- 
dalities for them, cor- 
recting defective attend- 
ance at school and con- 
ducting various kinds of 
clubs and useful units. 
The pastor in every 
Praesidium is generally 
so familiar with his par- 
ish that he knows which 
work is necessary and in 
what degree. Trying to 
make converts as well as 
striving to bring back 
those who have strayed 
away is work needed in 
almost every parish. 
Among the miscellane- 
ous aids rendered the 
pastor by the Legion- 
naires are: the conduct- 
ing of religious programs 
on Sundays and Holy- 
days in places where 
there is no priest to say 
Mass; Altar Society 
work; keeping the 
church clean and beauti- 
fied; care of the blind 
and sick, preparing them 
for the visit of the priest 
and reception of the 
Sacraments; conducting 
instruction classes; pro- 
moting devotional ser- 
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vices and aiding in the work for 
foreign missions. 

Legionnaires are always on the 
lookout for new, qualified members. 
Membership in the Legion of Mary 
is open to all Catholics who lead 
edifying lives, are animated with 
the spirit of the Legion and are 
prepared to fulfill each and every 
duty which membership involves. 
Persons who wish to join the 
Legion must apply for membership 
in a Praesidium. The admission of 
new members is the exclusive privi- 
lege and function of the Praesidium. 
No one is admitted as a candidate 
for membership until the President 
of the Praesidium to which admis- 
sion is sought is satisfied, after 
careful inquiry, that the person 
seeking admission fulfills the con- 
ditions required. 

A satisfactory probation of at 
least three months is required be- 
fore Candidates can be enrolled, 
but from the first the candidate 
fully participates in the work of the 
Legion. No Candidate can be ac- 
cepted without the consent of the 
parish priest or the Ordinary. 
Formal admission consists essen- 
tially in taking the Legion Promise 
as given on the preceding page. 
There is generally a simple cere- 
mony of induction and then the 
new member is ready to take up the 
obligations and duties learned dur- 
ing the probationary period when 
the ideals are imbibed. 

Each unit of the Legion of Mary 
is styled a “Praesidium.” It is a 
Latin word and was used in ancient 
times to designate a detachment of 
the Roman Legion performing 
special duty. Each Praesidium is 





NOTICE 


The growth of our Religious Com- 
munity and its manifold activities in 
missionary and other works, entails a 
vast amount of correspondence with a 
consequent heavy outlay for postage. We 
will be grateful if our friends will re- 
member this fact and enclose a few extra 
postage stamps in any letters they send 
us. 


The Franciscan Friars of the Atonement 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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named after a title of our Blessed 
Lady. The Praesidium has author- 
ity over all its members and power 
to control their activities. The 
members on their part must loyally 
obey the legitimate orders of the 
Praesidium. 

Each Praesidium must be af- 
filiated to the Concilium Legionis. 
No new Praesidium can be insti- 
tuted without formal permission of 
its Curia, a higher ruling body. 
Each Praesidium is required to hold 
weekly meetings. Each has a Priest 
or Spiritual Director, a President, a 
Vice-President, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The Spiritual Director 
has decisive authority in all reli- 
gious and moral questions raised 
at the meeting of the Praesidium 
and he has a suspensive veto on all 
the proceedings of the Praesidium. 
A report of each meeting is sent to 
the Curia. The Curia has authority 
to expel or to suspend any member 
of the Praesidium, subject only to 
the right of appeal to the next high- 
est governing body. All disputes 
are decided by the Curia. 

When two or more Praesidia 
have been established in any city 
or town a governing body termed 
the Curia is set up. The Curia is 
composed of all officers, including 
Spiritual Directors of the Praesidia 
of the area. The Curia exercises 
authority over its Praesidia subject 
to the Constitution of the Legion. 
It insures the scrupulous carrying 
out of rules by the Praesidia and 
their members. 

The Curia looks after the educa- 
tion and supervision of the officers 
in their duties and the management 
of their Praesidium. They receive 
reports, exchange experiences, give 
consideration to the new _ work, 
create higher standings and see to 
it that every Legionaire satisfactor- 
ily performs the work-obligation, 
extends the Legion and recruits new 
members. 

There are other grades of mem- 
bership, the Laureate and Asso- 
ciate, as well as the highest of all 
the Praetorian. There are Junior 
Praesidia for children under eigh- 
teen and College Praesidia. 











JOIN THE 


Rosary League 
of 
OUR LADY OF THE 
ATONEMENT 


and participate in the 


Monthly Novena 
at Her Shrine in 


ST. FRANCIS CONVENT 
Graymoor 


The purpose of the Rosary 
League, founded more than thirty 
years ago at the Motherhouse of 
the Sisters of the Atonement at 
Graymoor, is to foster greater 
devotion to the Mother of God 
by acclaiming her under the truly 
beautiful title of “Our Lady of 
the Atonement.” 

The Rosary League is a So- 
dality or Confraternity—binding 
into one all the Children of 
Mary who invoke her under the 
title of Our Lady of the Atone- 
ment. It was approved and in- 
dulgenced by Pope Benedict XV. 

One hundred and fifty Masses 
are said yearly by Missionary 
Priests for the spiritual and tem- 
poral benefit of all enrolled mem- 
bers of the Rosary League, living 
and departed. 

The Novena to Our Lady of 
the Atonement begins on the 
first Saturday of every month. It 
has also become widely known as 
the Novena of Last Resort be- 
cause so many petitioners, after 
making other Novenas, have 
been vouchsafed a favorable re- 
sponse through the intercession 
of Our Lady of the Atonement. 

Address your application for 
enrollment in the Rosary League 
and petitions to: 


FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF 
THE ATONEMENT 





St. Francis Convent 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. | 
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She Wanted a Career 


Brandden was aware of his 

wife’s bustling about the bed- 
room. He realized she was getting 
ready to go out. When Marge 
finally came into the living room he 
peeked over the edge of his eve- 
ning paper. Yes, she had changed 
from her house dress into a street 
gown, was wearing her blue spring 
coat. 

John lowered the paper. 
where is it this time?” 

“Just a committee meeting,” she 
replied. “I believe I told you about 
Randi Pennington, the famous nov- 
elist, coming to Elm City tomorrow, 
didn’t IP” 

“I suppose so, but 
What’s it all about?” 

“Well, Mr. Pennington has con- 
sented to attend the regular monthly 
meeting of the Elm City Literary 
Circle tomorrow evening. I’m chair- 
man of a committee that’s supposed 
to plan some sort of a program that 
might interest him. We were sup- 
posed to make all arrangements 
yesterday but you know I was so 
sick I simply couldn’t leave the 
house. So the committee is meet- 
ing tonight. I won’t be late, dear.” 

John watched as she slipped her 
fingers into a pair of long white 
gloves. He dropped the paper on 
the rug beside the chair. He stood 
up, then walked the length of the 
toom. Turning, he faced her and 
said, “Marge, I think it’s time we 
had a little talk. When are you go- 
ing to forget all this nonsense ?” 

“Nonsense!” Her blue eyes 
widened. “John Brandden, what do 
you mean?” 

“You know what I mean... this 
idea of your wanting a career of 
your own... this idea of thinking 
that you can write a book and get 
to be a famous novelist.” 

Her tiny chin went up in a 


P=: a full fifteen minutes John 


“Well, 


I forgot. 


By Raymond Schoeder 
ed 


gesture of pride. “I'll have you 
understand I’ve had some very 
favorable comments about my writ- 
ing ability.” 

“Yes? But from whom? [I'll 
answer that ... from the members 
of that so-called literary club who 
have never sold a written line; or 
from some of those crack-pot critics 
whose ads you’ve been answering 
and who are only interested in the 
fee they expect to get from you. 
Marge, dear,” his voice was plead- 
ing, “I’m telling you this for your 
own benefit. Give up this idea.” 

“Why should I, with my book 
almost half finished, Some day 
‘Today and Always’ may be a best 
seller. Then you'll be proud of 
me, John.” She was standing next 
to him now. She laid her right 
hand on his arm. “Besides, Mr. 
Pennington has consented to glance 
over the chapters I have written. 
He’s going to give me his idea of 
the novel’s possibilities.” 

From in front of the house came 
two short blasts of an auto horn. 
“Oh, that’s Mrs. Hallsay,” Marge 
said, “‘she’s calling for me. Good 
night, dear.” 

John watched her go, then went 
back to pacing the length of the 
room. To think that after almost 
four years of happy married life 
this should arise and threaten the 
very existence of their marriage. 
And it was becoming a definite 
threat, John admitted. Nowadays 
he never knew when he came home 
after his day at the office if he 
would find dinner waiting or if 
Marge would be out attending this 
or that meeting. She belonged to 
the Elm City Literary Circle, the 
Elm City Book Club, the Future 
Writers’ Colony, and what not all. 
There always seemed to be some 
meeting for her to be attending. 
Or, if she was home, she might be 


“just finishing” a chapter of “Today 
and Always,” which meant a late 
dinner for a hungry working man 
or getting dinner himself. 

He had thought when he married 
her she would be a faithful house- 
wife, a true companion. And Marge 
had been just that for three years, 
until] she won a small prize for a 
letter in some magazine contest. 
Then she got the idea of writing a 
novel, and the trouble began. She 
joined the writers’ clubs, and though 
she had never sold a word of fiction, 
confided in all her friends. She let 
her friends read what she had writ- 
ten and was spurred on to greater 
effort by their praise. It would be 
a terrible blow to her when the 
whole thing failed to click. John 
had no doubt that it would fail. 

If only there had been children 
things might have been different. 
The family doctor would offer no 
hope that there would be any and 
that was perhaps the contributing 
factor to Marge’s desire for a 
career. 

The situation had now become 
almost unbearable. Morning and 
night all she talked of was her book 
or what had happened at the 
meeting last night. What did he 
care? He wanted her in thei: 
home like other men’s wives. Only 
a month ago he had casually men- 
tioned adopting a baby: but she 
wouldn’t hear of it. Her novel was 
the important thing now. 

Tomorrow she would consult with 
this famous novelist, Randi Pen— 
something-or-other, and if he gave 
her the slightest bit of encourage- 
ment, why there would be no living 
in his own home! 

If this fellow gave her any en- 
couragement ... ? The thought 
stayed with John Brandden through 
the night. In the morning he con- 
fronted his wife. 
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“Marge, will you promise me 
something? Suppose this fellow 
who is going to look at your novel 
says it’s no good. Suppose he 
says you're wasting your time, will 
you promise me to give up the 
whole idea?” 

There was a suggestion of a smile 
on her lips. “You don’t have much 
faith in my ability to write, do you, 
John?” 

“That’s not it, Marge. I don’t be- 
lieve it’s possible for you to have a 
successful career and a successful 
marriage. The two just don’t mix. 
One or the other is going to suffer.’ 

“All right, dear, if Mr. Penning- 
ton says the novel is no good, I'll 
quit.” 

“Thank you.” 

John talked his employer into 
letting him have the afternoon off. 
He spent two hours before he found 
the hotel where Randi Pennington 





“What's wrong, Marge? 





was registered. It required another 
half-hour of telephone calls and 
pleading and begging before the 
novelist reluctantly agreed to see 
him. 

He found the writer not at all as 
he expected. Instead of a dashing 
young man, as his name seemed to 
suggest, he was long past his prime. 
He was short and stocky, grey- 
haired, and his sharp, dark eyes 
traveled John’s length in a quick 
glance. 

“Well, what is it? I’m a very 
busy man. I can’t give you much 
time,” Pennington said, impatiently. 

“T’ll only need a minute,” John 
answered. “I want to ask a favor.” 

“Well, quick, quick. Let me see 
the manuscript.” 

John laughed. “I’m not a writer. 
I’m just the husband of the woman 
whose book manuscript you prom- 





Why the tears?” 


ised to look at... Mrs. Margaret 
Brandden.” 

“Oh, I see. Sit down. Sit down. 

“T hope that when you examine 
what she has written you won’t find 
it too encouraging. Even if it has 
possibilities I would ask you to 
advise her not to continue.” 

“Well, well, this is unusual, most 
unusual.” Pennington’s eyebrows 
arched in amazement. “You want 
me to discourage her?” 

“The happiness of a home de- 
pends on it,” John continued. 
Briefly he went on to give a com- 
plete explanation. 

When he left Pennington offered 
his hand. “Thanks for coming, Mr. 
Brandden. I don’t think you have 
anything to worry about.” 

“Then you'll do it... ?” 

The novelist squeezed his hand 
reassuringly. 

For a week John noticed that 
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Marge appeared strangely quiet. 
Then one evening he found her in 
her room. She tried to hide the 
truth from him but he could see she 
had been crying. 

“What’s wrong, Marge? 
the tears?” 

Tears flooded her eyes again and 
he went down on his knees beside 
her. “It’s my book,” she gasped. 
“Mr. Pennington said it’s no good. 
He said the plot is old, used many 
times. He said my writing isn’t 
even very good.” 


He held her hand. “Don’t feel 
so bad about it,” he consoled. 


Why 


“But I promised you I wouldn’t 
write anymore if he said it was no 
good.” 


“Yes, I know,” John thought 
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about that for a long time. “Marge 
dear, I must tell you something. I 
can’t see you hurt like this. I’ve 
noticed for a week there was some- 
thing on your mind. Marge, I 
talked with Mr. Pennington. I asked 
him to tell you the book would 
never sell. I wanted you io forget 
all about this writing business. 
Please believe me, Marge, I did it 
for our own happiness .. . our mar- 
riage.” He dared not look into her 
eyes, fearing the reaction. 


“Thank you, John,” she said. He 
looked up. Marge was smiling! “I 
wanted to hear you say that, dear. 
Mr. Pennington told me you came 
to see him, but he also told me he 
couldn’t condemn my work without 
having read it. So he did read it 
and he advised me not to waste any 


more of my time trying to become 
a novelist.” 

John jumped to his feet, pulled 
her up beside him. “Darling,” he 
whispered, “Then it’s over? And 
you'll forgive me?” 


“Of course you’re forgiven but,” 
she hesitated, “I’m still determined 
I’m going to have a career.” 


“Now what?” he said in a hope- 
less tone of voice. ‘‘Do we have to 
through this again? Are you going 
to start with something else?” 


“I wanted a career and I’m going 
to have one,” she said, determined. 
Then she smiled, as she whispered 
in his ear, “My new career is going 
to start some time in late fall. The 
doctor told me today that we’re go- 
ing to have a baby... !” 
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tion of ecclesiastical critics. 


of any of the following: 


Preaching Stole, all colors 
Confession Stole 


Burse and Stole Sets 


Copes 


Mass Vestments 


Address: 


ATONEMENT 





Graymoor 
Tabernacle Guild 


By specializing in the making of liturgical Vest- 
ments of the most approved form, the Graymoor | 
Sisters have deservedly won the high commenda- | 


Benediction Burse, Stole and Veil 


FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE 


Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


Relatives and friends of young seminarians 
looking forward to ordination to the Priesthood 
in the near future can add to their joy by a gift 


tage or an all-year home. 


$5.00—$15.00 
3.00— 10.00 
5.00— 15.00 
25.00— 50.00 || 
| 
| 


Peekskill to New York is fast and frequent and 


commutation rates are reasonable. 


35.00—100.00 
30.00—100.00 


available. 
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Au Ideal Location 
| for a Home 


Graymoor Village, situated a short distance 
north of the City of Peekskill, on the Albany 


Post Road, is an ideal location for a summer cot- 


Several choice and very desirable plots are 


For information write: 


REV. FATHER JANUARIUS, S. A. 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


Train service from 
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Books reviewed below can be ordered through our Graymoor Press, 
Peekskill, N. Y. 


HISTORY OF THE ARCHDIOCESE 
OF BOSTON: 1607-1943. In three 
volumes. By Robert H. Lord, John 
E. Sexton and Edward T. 

New York. Sheed 


$5.00 per volume. 


Harring- 
ton. & Ward. 

This monumental work contains the 
fascinating history of the origin of the 
Catholic Church 
vicissitudes 


in Boston, its many 


turbulent 
emergence 


through three 


centuries, and its final as 
the faith of the overwhelming majority 
It 
represents the fruit of years of patient 
As 


information 


of Bostonians and New Englanders. 


research and scholarly discoveries 


an authentic source of 


every statement it contains is proven 


by references to documents and records 
of Nevertheless the 
story of the Church in New England 


official nature. 


from its humble and obscure begin- 


nings to its present unparalleled glory 
like a 
achievement 


reads romance, a record of 


steady against conflict 
from within and without. 

Father Sexton, Editor of the “Pilot,” 
the of the 


Puritan and Colonial times. 


is responsible for story 


Church in 
Against the background of the heroism 
of the Pilgrims 
sketches a 


and Puritans he 
of the 


they placed in the way of the Faith, 


picture obstacles 
which was an outlawed religion during 
The Church in New 
England was in the beginning a church 


their ascendancy. 


of exiles, Indians, Acadians and Irish 
without benefit 
but to 


men, of priest or 


loyal their 
at 
the 


leader, one 


The 


in 


great 
possession 


of 


any price. organ- 


ization first church 3oston, 
which took place only after the Revolu- 
tion, was accompanied by struggles 
within the fold that left scars only time 
heal. Only when a_ humble 
emigre priest, Jean Lefebre de Chevy- 
took 3oston in 
1796 was a permanent and united con- 
gregation to exist 
the of the 


England for a decade. 


could 


erus, up residence in 


established, as al- 

faith in 
Little did 
de- 


parted from his beloved Boston to take 


most lone 


New 
Bishop 


outpost 


Cheverus dream, as he 
up new work assigned to him in France 
that the pitiful handful of priests and 


faithful that was the diocese of Boston 


od 


would be the seed of a mighty and 
glorious Church known the world over 
for missionary zeal and generosity. 
Father H. Lord, for many 
years Professor of History at Harvard, 
takes up the 


Bishop 


Robert 


under 
days 


of progress 
More dark 
Church the 


tale 

Fenwick. 
the 

Nativism, 


come for when forces 
to the 
“infection” of Catholicism from spread- 
ing in New England, attack the Church 
the 


many 


of arrayed stop 


during nineteenth century, not 
Father Lord is 
also responsible for the whole of Vol- 
ume Three, which tells of the achieve- 
ments of the American Church- 
man, William Cardinal O'Connell, who 
transformed of 


insti- 


once but times. 


great 


Joston into a city 


churches, schools and charitable 
tutions during his long administration. 
The of Archbishop Wil- 


liams’ interesting 


earlier story 
administra- 
The 
many 
Church 
that had heretofore been largely Irish 


equally 
Father Harrington. 
Catholics of 

the 


tion is told by 


coming of tervent 


European strains to swell 
and French in background makes this 
colorful. 
of 


section 

As a 
this 
the 


work scholarly excellence 


History is unique in the annals of 
American Church 
the 
from 
the 
authority on Church History, it should 


It is thorough, 
that 
as well 


glossing over difficulties 
the Church 


without. 


not 
beset within 


as In opinion of one 
serve as the standard for future studies 
the that make up 
But it is, unlike 


histories, 


on various dioceses 


the American Church. 


many authentic intensely 


readable. Open it at random, and you 
will find it difficult to close. Trials and 
triumphs, sorrows and glories, disasters 
and exaltations fill its pages. D. D. 
THE LAND OF THE RUSSIAN 
PEOPLE. By Alexander Nazaroff. 
Philadelphia J. B Co. 


$2.00. 


Lippincott 


The role of Russia as a world power 
has made all of us more interested in 
The 


will find this volume 


her people. discriminating reader 


valuable, but it is 


obviously intended to portray Soviet- 


ism as a national and popular mani- 


A. L. 


festation. 


Requiescant in Pace 


We commend to the prayers of 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 
deceased subscribers and their near 
relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said. 


Rt. 
liam 
Sister 


Rev. Msgr. Cashin, Father Wil- 
M. 
3erchmans Sullivan. 


O’Gorman, Sister 
M. 


James 


Gonzaga, 


Jr., Joseph Law- 
rence, Annie Burke, Lawrence Dalton, 
Martin Fitzpatrick, Cpl. Thomas Ham- 
mond, Joseph C. O’Donnell, Edward C. 
Loeber, John Dwyer, Mrs. Reilly, Ed- 


Leonard, 


ward Harris, Cpl. Thelma Passant, Joe 
McKeon, Philip McManus, Doroths 
Walsh, Michael Devine, Joseph V. Alt- 
Patrick Walsh, Quinn, 
James Casey, Alexander Keough, Mr. 
Mrs. Wm. Burke, John Casey, 
George Kain, John F. Casey, William 
Kelly, Gen. E. O'Duffy, Mary Langtry, 
Ellen Olive, Mr. 
Mrs Mary Casey, 
Ann McConnell, Eva 
M. Ryder, George Phelps, Robert J. 
Bauer, Sgt. Lawrence J. Conroy, James 
Reilly, Sgt. John John Reilly, 
James Brown, Joseph Keeley, John C. 
Smith, John Smith, 
Mrs. Margaret Mehegen, Augustine V. 
Creaghan, Thomas J. 
P 
Cumminsky, Frank Fitzpatrick, Agnes 
Frank Hannon, Edward J. 

W. Mallon, Henry F. 
Martin, 
Looney, Mrs. Mary 


mann, Lieut. 


and 
Charles 


Smith, 
Kirby, John T. 


Casey, and 


Edward 


Cox, 


Hauser, Gertrude 
Creaghan, Fran- 
cis Kerr, George Thompson, Nellie 
Danneker, 
Tracy, Francis 


Smith, James Cornelius 


Louise Thais. 





LITTLE QUEEN. 
Windeatt. The 


$2.00. 


By Mary 


St. 


Fabyan 
Grail, Meinrad, 
Indiana. 


Lisieux, 


“Little Queen” is Saint Therese 


of whese growth in holiness 


as a cloistered is well reported. 
The to an 


antidote to the hidden poison so often 


nun 


story is designed serve 


proffered to our young people through 


strips and books. The message 
Little like a flash of 
that sweep the 
false and nauseous notions of holiness 
world to 


comic 
of the Flower is 


lightning can away 
undet- 


B. F. 


in a that labors not 


stand. 





